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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Port  Talbot. 


Mr.  Mayor.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Circular  1/65  (Wales)  from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  requires 
that  an  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  and  environmental 
circumstances  of  the  area  be  prepared  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  for  their  consideration. 

In  accordance  with  this  Circular  and  following  the  practice  of 
many  years  standing,  the  Report  for  1964  has  been  prepared  jointly 
by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself  and  is  now 
presented  to  Council  for  consideration  and  acceptance. 

Port  Talbot  Borough  is  a Sanitary  Authority  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act  and  is  responsible  for  certain  functions  of  an 
environmental  nature.  The  Members  of  Council  are  too  familiar 
with  these  functions  to  need  any  reminders  here.  A study  of  the 
following  pages  will,  I am  sure,  suffice. 

Many  Health  functions,  however,  come  within  the  purview  of 
the  County  Council  (Glamorgan)  but  your  Council  is  allowed 
representation  at  the  local  Divisional  Health  Sub-Committee  where 
day-to-day  administration  of  most  of  the  County  Councils  health 
functions  takes  place. 

As  the  Health  and  Welfare  of  the  population  is  the  concern 
and  interest  of  all  public  representatives  I have  attempted  to 
gather  together  into  the  statistical  portion  of  this  report  details 
outside  the  immediate  responsibility  of  the  Borough  Council  but 
which,  I feel,  have  a considerable  bearing  on  that  Health  and 
Welfare. 
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Attention  should  perhaps  be  drawn  to  one  or  two  matters  of 
interest. 

Members  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  careful  screening  of 
cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  has  been  continued  in  concert 
with  the  Consultant  Chest  Physicians  and  the  numbers  on  the  active 
Register  for  domiciliary  Health  Visiting  continues  to  fall.  The 
rate  of  fall  has  evened  out  somewhat  during  the  past  year  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  statistics  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Although  there  is  a national  trend  to  ante-natal  care  by  the 
General  Practitioner  and  this  is  being  seen  locally,  the  Health 
Authority’s  Clinics  are  still  very  active  in  Port  Talbot.  The  shortage 
of  midwives  is  being  felt  locally  and  in  spite  of  the  excellent  and 
sympathetic  co-operation  of  the  Local  Authority  in  the  matter  of 
re-housing,  it  is  proving  exceedingly  difficult  to  replace  retiring  and 
resigning  midwives. 


The  Housing  Manager  tells  me  that  this  year’s  figures  very 
closely  reflect  the  housing  need  in  the  borough.  Much  careful 
sifting  has  been  done,  a very  great  number  of  applicants  have  been 
interviewed  and  homes  visited. 


Coupled  with  rehousing  on  the  grounds  of  general  needs  one 
must  consider  the  rehousing  from  unfit  dwellings  and  in  this 
context  I would  draw  Council’s  attention  to  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  contribution  where  details  of  your  Slum 
Clearance  activities  may  be  found. 


On  this  occasion  a brief  resume  of  the  Neath  Abstraction 
Scheme  is  included  in  my  section  dealing  with  Water  Supplies.  It 
IS  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  scheme  is  serving  to  meet 
the  present  need.  It  should  of  course  be  remembered  that  it  was 
never  intended  to  be  other  than  a temporary  stop-gap  expedient 
pending  more  extensive  and  permanent  water  provisions  to  be 

made  m conjunction  with  water  undertakings  around  and  to  the 
west  of  the  Borough. 
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In  drawing  these  introductory  remarks  to  a close  1 would  like 
to  pay  my  personal  tribute  to  my  Colleagues  in  all  Departments 
of  Council  for  their  willing  co-operation  at  all  times. 

The  Members  of  Council  have  at  all  times  manifested  a keen 
interest  in  all  matter  pertaining  to  the  health  of  our  community  and 
this,  together  with  the  support  and  guidance  of  the  Chairman  has 
been  a source  of  inspiration  to  all  of  us  who  serve  in  your  Public 
Health  Department. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  H.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Dept., 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office) 

Park  House, 

Theodore  Road, 

Port  Talbot.  Port  Talbot  2137/8. 


6 


A 

SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR, 

1964. 


Area  of  Borough  (inclusive  of  foreshore)  

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  mid- 
year, 1964)  

Rateable  value  at  31st  March,  1964  

Product  of  Penny  Rate  for  year  ended  31st  March, 

1964  

Average  Rainfall  in  inches  in  the  Borough  

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1964  

(i)  By  Local  Authority  

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  made  during  1964  : 

(a)  Discretionary  61  ) 

(b)  Standard  33  ) 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Corporation  Mains 

Water  Supply  

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes 
Number  of  properties  supplied  from  : 

(a)  Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board  

(b)  Neath  Borough  

Total  Population  Supplied  

Average  daily  consumption  of  water  per  person  in 

gallons  


. 23,444  acres 

51,750 

£4,233,091 

£16,292 

31.66 

273 

188 

85 


94 


16,107 


12 

6 

51,400 

29.4 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

502 

444 

946 

Illegitimate  

24 

17 

41 

Total  number  of  live  births 

526 

461 

987 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

19.07  

18.88 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

18.4 

— 

Illegitimate  Live  Births.  Per  cent  of  total  Live  Births 

4.15 

Still  Births. 

Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  

5 

11 

16 

Illegitimate  

Total  number  of  stillbirths  . 

5 

11 

16 

Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live  and  Still  Births 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births 
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15.95 

1,003 


ft 

The  following  table  is  of  interest 

Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  Borough 380 

Number  of  live  births  (Port  Talbot  mothers)  at  Neath 

General  Hospital  512 

Number  of  live  births  (Port  Talbot  mothers)  at  Bridgend 
General  and  other  hospitals  95 


Of  all  live  births  61%  occurred  in  hospital.  In  1963  the 
percentage  of  births  in  hospital  was  65  and  in  1962,  63. 


Comparison  of  Crude  Birth  Rate  with  National  Rate. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  continues  to  be  higher 
than  the  national  figure  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  chart. 
This  position  has  maintained  itself  consistently  for  the  past  ten 
years. 


Year 

Live  Births 

Crude  Rate 
per  1,000 

Crude  Rate 
(England  & Wales) 

1955 

877 

18.79 

15.0 

1956 

883 

18.74 

15.6 

1957 

899 

18.82 

16.1 

1958 

1,002 

20.71 

16.4 

1959 

934 

19.19 

16.5 

1960 

1,034 

21.17 

17.1 

1961 

911 

18.21 

17.4 

1962 

977 

19.10 

18.2 

1963 

967 

18.77 

18.2 

1964 

987 

19.07 

18.4 

Applications  for  Non-Emergency  Hospital  Beds. 

Patients  due  to 

1962. 

1963. 

1964 

be  confined 

Applications 

Applications 

Applications 

during 

Received.  Refused. 

Received.  Refused. 

Received. 

Refused. 

January 

69 

13 

70  15 

61 

12 

February  

56 

0 

70  13 

57 

7 

March 

77 

19 

74  18 

76 

21 

April  

69 

12 

75  16 

58 

6 

May  

75 

19 

77  19 

51 

3 

June  

76 

20 

70  15 

66 

12 

July  

72 

16 

73  14 

67 

16 

August 

61 

5 

65  7 

61 

10 

September 

78 

21 

73  16 

57 

7 

October 

47 

0 

63  8 

61 

6 

November 

45 

0 

60  5 

55 

— 

December 

59 

3 

56  1 

62 

2 

Deaths. 

Deaths  from 
Female  228) 

all  causes 

in  the  area 

(Male  295 

523 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 

Crude,  10.11  Adjusted  13.95 


Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  Crude  11.3 
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The  Crude  death  rate  for  the  past  nine  years  is  summarised 
below  : — 

1959  1958  1957  1956  1955 

9.82  9.78  10.18  11.50  10.07  10.89  10.57  10.52  10.05 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  1964. 


Infant  Mortality. 

Neonatal  deaths— 21.  Neonatal  death  rate  per  1,000  live 

births — 21.28. 


One  day — One  week — 

Cause  of  death  One  week  One  month — 

Atelectasis  :k - 1 

Spina  Bifida  - - — 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  — 

Pneumonia  — 

Prematurity  , , - 10 

Hydrocephalus  with  Meningomyelocele  1 

Pulmonary  atelectasis  ; Patent  ductus  anteriosis  1 

Meningomyelocele  - 1 

Polycystic  disease  of  kidney  and  lungs  1 

Transposition  of  great  vessels  — 

Haemolytic  Streptococcal  Septicaemia  — 

15 

Deaths  during  one  month  to  one  year  of  age — 4. 

Congestive  Cardiac  Failure  Fallot’s  Tetralogy  


Hydrocephalus  1 

Meningomyelocele  1 

Chronic  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  1 


For  comparison  purposes  I append  below  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  for  the  Borough  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1964  1963  1962  1961  1960  1959  1958  1957  1956  1955 

25.33  22.75  20.47  20.86  36.75  26.95  37.92  38.93  28.31  34.21 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

Total  infant  deaths  (under  1 year)  25 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  25.33 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  25 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  26.42 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  0 

Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  0 

INeo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Total  neo-natal  deaths  (under  4 weeks)  21 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  21.28 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate. 

Total  neo-natal  deaths  (under  1 week)  15 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  15.19 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate. 

Total  still-births  and  deaths  under  1 week  (combined)  31 
Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  30.91 

.Maternal  Mortality  (including  Abortion). 

Number  of  deaths  0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  0 

Death  (all  Ages). 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  Borough  during  1964  were — 

1.  Cardiovascular  conditions  169 

2.  Cancers  of  various  kinds  96 

3.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  76 

4.  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and 

Cancer)  60 

5.  Accidents  19 


There  were  21  deaths  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  19  amongst  males 
and  2 amongst  females. 

This  compares  with: — 19  deaths  (18  males,  1 females)  in  1963. 

Of  the  169  deaths  from  cardiovascular  conditions,  107  were 
attributed  to  coronary  disease.  74  men  and  33  women  died  of 
coronary  disease.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  127  deaths  from 
coronary  disease,  85  being  males  and  42  being  females. 
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GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)— VITAL  STATISTICS,  1964 


Estimated 

Population 

1964 

Number 

ot 

Births 

Births 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Crude  Adjusted 

Deaths 

Number  Rate  per  1,000 

of  Population 

Deaths  Crude  Adjusted 

Infant 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year 

Mortality  Peri-natal  Mortality 

Rate  per  Stillbirtlis  Rate  per 
1,000  Live  ^ Deaths  1,000  Live 
under  & Still- 

Births  1 births 

England  & Wales  

47,401,300  

— 





Administrative  County  

755.480  

. 13,468  .... 

17.83  ..., 

18.19  

„ 9,084  

12.02  

359 

26.66  

, 458  ... 

33.39 

. 526,090  

. 9,345  .... 

17.76  .... 

18.29  

..  6,450  

12.26  .... 

....  14.22  .. 

267 

28  57 

35 

229;390  

; 4423  .... 

17.97  .... 

18.15  

..  2,634  

11.48  .... 

....  12.86  

92 

22  31 

123 

Health  Division. 

Constituent  Distmcts. 

Absrdare  and  Mountain  Ash 

Aberdare  Urban  

38,910  

615  .... 

....  15.81  .... 

....  17.23  

569  

14.62  .... 

....  15.20  .. 

17 

27  64 

19 

RO  4R 

Mountain  Ash  Urban  

29,510  

534  .... 

....  18.10  .... 

....  18.10  

343  

11.62  .... 

....  14.06  

9 

16.85  

18  ... 

32.91 

Caerphilly  and  Gelligaer — 

Caerphilly  Urban  

36,890  

782  .... 

....  21.20  .... 

....  20.78  

402  

10.10  .... 

....  13.13  

20 

25.58  

30  ... 

37.41 

Gelligaer  Urban  

.35,000  

676  .... 

....  19.31  .... 

....  19.31  

398  

11.37  .... 

....  14.78  . 

23 

34  02 

27 

39  36 

M id-Glamurgan — 

Bridgend  Urban  

15,180  

281  .... 

....  18.51  .... 

....  19.07  

164  

10.80  

....  11.88  

5 

17.79 

5 

17  54 

\Iaesteg  Urban  

21,590  

370  .... 

....  17.14  .... 

....  17.83  

215  

9.95  .... 

....  12.34  

16 

. 43.23 

21 

55  41 

Ogmore  & Garw  Urban  .... 

20,890  

347  .... 

....  16.61  .... 

....  17.11  

258  

12.35  .... 

....  15.31  

13 

37.46  

13  .... 

37.04 

Porthcawl  Urban 

11,880  

240  .... 

....  20.20  .... 

....  23.23  

153 : 

12.88  .... 

....  10.82  

5 

20.83  

7 .... 

28.69 

Penvbont  Rural  

44,280  

955  .... 

....  21.57  .... 

....  20.71  

506  

11.43  .... 

, 11.54  

18 

...  18.85 

28 

28  87 

Neath  and  District — 

Neath  M.B 

30,520  

507  .... 

....  16.61  .... 

....  17.27  

439  : 

14.38  

....  15.39  

17 

. , 33.53 

19 

36  82 

Neath  Rural  * 

40,830  

651  .... 

....  15.94  .... 

....  16.58  

489  : 

11.98  

....  14.74  ,. 

15 

. 23  04 

24 

36  04 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant — 

Llantrisant  Rural  

27,580  

553  .... 

....  20.05  .... 

....  19.05  

295  

10.70  .... 

....  13.91  

15 

27.12 

19 

33  69 

Pontypridd  Urban  

35,160  

584  .... 

....  16.61  .... 

....  16.94  

517  

14.70  .... 

....  14.85  

23 

39.38  

22  .... 

....  37.10 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg- 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  

9,470  

215  .... 

....  22.70  .... 

....  22.02  

84  

8.87  .... 

....  13.48  

8 

37.21  

15  .... 

....  66.96 

Port  Talbot  M.B 

51,750  

987  .... 

....  19.07  .... 

....  18.88  

523  : 

10.11  

....  13.95  

25 

25.33  

31  .... 

....  30.91 

South  East  Glamorgan — 

Barry  M.B 

42,460  

800  .... 

....  18.84  .... 

....  19.41  

457  

10.76  .... 

....  12.05  

19 

23.75  

27  .... 

...  33.17 

Cardiff  Rural  * 

52,430  

894  .... 

....  17.05  .... 

....  16.54  

597  

11.39  .... 

....  10.71  

22 

24.61  

21  ... 

..  23.23 

Cowbridge  M.B 

1,140  

12  .... 

....  10.53 

10.64  

.;  11  

9.65  .... 

....  10.04  

1 

. 76  92 

Cowbridge  Rural  

20,430  

370  .... 

....  18.11  . 

..  19.38  

167  

8.17  .... 

....  13.48  

8 

21.62  

13 

34.30 

Penarth  Urban  

21,350  

372  .... 

....  17.42 

18.81  

271  

12.69  .... 

....  12.06  

8 

21.51 

6 

16.04 

West  Glamorgan — 

Gower  Rural  

13,440  

215  .... 

16.00 

17.44  

146 : 

10.86  

10.86  

3 

, 13.95  

4 .... 

....  18.35 

Llwchwr  Urban  

25,260  

406  .... 

16.07  .... 

. 17.19  

301 : 

11.92  .... 

....  13.11  

10 

24.63  

17  .... 

....  40.87 

Pontardawe  Rural  

30,400  

485  .... 

15.95 

18.02  

434  

14.28  

....  15.14  

11 

22.68  

14  .... 

....  28.40 

Rhondda — 

Rhondda  M.B.  

99,130  

1,617  ... 

16.31  .... 

16.80  

...  1,345  

13.57  .... 

....  15.61  

49 

30.30  

57  .... 

....  34.52 

Public  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Cardiff. 

31st  March,  1965 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  DURING  1964 

as  recorded  by  the  Registrar  General. 


M 

1 Tuberculosis,  respiratory  2 

2 Tuberculosis,  other  — 

3 Syphilitic  disease  — 

4 Ehphtheria  , 

5 Whooping  Cough  — 

6 Meningococcal  infections  — 

7 Acute  poliomyelitis  — 

8 Measles  — 

9 Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  — 


10  Cancer  of  Stomach  14 

1 1 Cancer  of  lung  19 

12  Cancer  of  breast  — 

13  Cancer  of  uterus  — 

14  Other  forms  of  cancer  21 

15  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  2 

16  Diabetes  = 3 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  34 

18  Coronary  Disease,  angina  74 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  4 

20  Other  heart  disease  23 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  8 

22  Influenza  — 

23  Pneumonia  9 

24  Bronchitis  24 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  6 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  2 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  1 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  4 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  4 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  — 

31  Congenital  malformations  3 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  22 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  9 

34  All  Other  accidents  6 

35  Suicide  1 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  


F 


6 

2 

9 

3 

22 

2 

42 

33 

5 

30 

13 

13 

6 
2 
1 

3 


5 

25 

2 

2 

9 


11 


295 


228 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 


during  1964  as  compared  with 

1959, 

1960, 

1961,  1962  and 

1963. 

Disease 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Scarlet  Fever  

54  

19  

5 

3 

7 

6 

Whooping  Cough  

5 

213  

12 

1 ... 

....;  27 

7 

Diphtheria  



- 

3 

Measles  

702  

197  

. 1210 

674  ... 

593 

132 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

— 

1 

1 ... 

1 

Dysentery  



11  

9 

3 ... 

6 



Ophthalmia  Neonatonrm 

— 

— 

1 ... 





Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Smallpox  

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  B 

- ■ 



1 _ 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 





Erysipelas  

— 

5 

1 



2 

Malaria  



1 ... 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

6 

Food  Poisoning  , 

4 

4 

1 

3 ... 

Undulant  Fever  

Encephalitis  (infectious) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Pneumonia  



3 

2 

1 ... 

3 

9, 

Distribution  by  Wards. 


Margani 

West 

Margani 

Central 

Margani 

North 

Aberavon 

South 

Aberavon 

North 

Aberavon 

East 

Aberavon 

West 

Cwmavon 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

1 



1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

6 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

7 

.Measles  

8 

17 

9 

26 

3 

35 

32 

2 

132 

Diphtheria  

Meningococcal  Infection 

Dysentery  

Erysipelas  

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

2 

T uberculosis — 

Pulmonary  

4 

1 

3 

3 

_ 

8 

1 

21 

Non-Pulmonary  

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

During  1964,  1,007  persons  completed  their  primary  immunisation 
against  poliomyelitis.  2 patients  were  given  3 injections  of 
quadruple  vaccine. 

In  addition  reinforcing  (booster)  doses  were  given  to  908  persons 
during  the  year. 
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Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  1964. 


Tuberculosis — B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

This  valuable  form  of  protection  against  tuberculosis  was 
made  available  to  a further  age  group  of  school  leavers,  this  being 
the  10th  year  of  the  scheme. 

The  parents  of  737  children  agreed  to  the  procedure  and  the 
children  were  given  the  preliminary  skin  test.  Of  this  number  586 
were  found  to  need  vaccination  of  which  584  submitted  to  and  were 
duly  vaccinated. 

Those  children  who  gave  a positive  reaction  to  the  skin  test 
were  invited  to  the  Chest  Clinic  where  they  were  duly  X-rayed. 
On  this  occasion  no  children  were  invited  back  for  repeat  X-ray 
examinations. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  the  period  under  review  916  children  received  their 
primary  course  of  injections,  805  of  these  being  born  in  1963  and 
1964.  Some  466  older  children  were  given  their  booster  injections. 


Whooping  Cough. 

7 children  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Whooping  Cough 
during  1964.  The  number  given  protective  injections  amounted  to 
908. 


Smallpox  Vaccination. 


Under  1 year 
1 year 
2—4  years 
5 — 14  years 
15  years  or  over 


No. 

Vaccinated 

7 

128 

5 

4 

11 


total  155 


Tuberculosis. 

I append  below  particulars  of  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
tuberculosis  register  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
together  with  details  of  the  notifications  broken  down  into  the 
various  age  groups. 
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Number  of  Cases  on  Register  on  1st  January,  1964 — 387. 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  168  168 

Non- Pulmonary  20  31 

Total  188  Z 199 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1964 — 363. 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  160  158 

Non- Pulmonary  14  31 

Total  174  189 


Number  of  New  Notifications  24 

No.  of  In-Transfers  4 

Total  28 

Number  restored  to  Register  — 

Total  28 


Number  left  district  6 

Number  died  5 

Number  recovered  41 

Number  removed  from  Register  — Diagnosis  not 

confirmed  , — 


Total  52 


New  Cases  during  1964  (formally  notified): — 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Under  1 year  — — 

Over  1 year  and  under  5 years  — — 

Over  5 years  and  under  10  years  — — 

Over  10  years  and  under  15  years  — 1 

Over  15  years  and  under  20  years  — — 

Over  20  years  and  under  25  years  4 1 

Over  25  years  and  under  35  years  2 5 

Over  35  years  and  under  45  years  2 3 

Over  45  years  and  under  55  years  ♦ 1 1 

Over  55  years  and  under  65  years  — — 

Over  65  years  * - 1 ^ 

Totals  : 

Cases  not  formally  notified 

(taken  from  local  Registrar’s  returns): — Nil. 


Non- 

Pulmonaiy 
M.  F. 


1 

1 

1 


3 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


General  Provisian  of  Health  Services. 

Whilst  the  Borough  Council  is  primarily  concerned  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances  in  the  area,  it  also  has  an  indirect  interest  in 
the  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  as  Local  Health 
Authority,  and  in  order  that  the  Borough  Council  may  have  a say 
in  the  day-to-day  running  and  administration  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  Services,  the  Borough  is  represented  on  the  local 
Divisional  Health  Committee. 

It  has  been  my  practice  to  provide  for  the  information  of  the 
Borough  Council,  certain  statistical  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
within  the  area  of  the  Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Health  Division 
and  I append  below  details  of  certain  of  the  services  being  provided. 


Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service. 

Total  domiciliary  confinements  392 

Doctor  present  27 

Domiciliary  Nursing  Service. 

Total  number  of  patients  1,285 

Types  of  cases  : 

Medical  or  Surgical  931 

Tuberculous  56 

Total  number  of  visits  41,756 

Medical  Comforts. 

Total  Issues  465 


Htune  Help  Service. 

Total  Part-Time  and  Casual  Helps  107 

Types  of  cases  attended: 

Aged  and  Infirm  305 

Chronic  Sick  and  Tuberculosis  67 

Mentally  disordered  — 

Maternity  6 

Others  19 


Total  

Costs  Charged  : 

Full  Cost 
Part  Cost 
Free  


397 


No.  % 

10  2.5 

11  2.5 

376  95 
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Clink  Services. 

Ante>Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics. 

Number  of  Women  who  attended  Ante-Natal 

Clinics  1,386 

Number  of  Women  who  attended  Post-Natal 

Clinics  87 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Number  of  Children  born  in  1964  who 

attended  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  1,072 

Number  of  Children  born  in  1963  who 

attended  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  941 

Number  of  Children  born  in  1959/62  who 

attended  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  938 


Total  2,951 

Health  Visitors. 

Visits  to  Children  born  in  1964  1,329 

Visits  to  Children  born  in  1963  1,328 

Visits  to  Children  born  in  1959/62  2,539 

Visits  to  Tuberculous  households  367 

Other  Visits  272 


Total  5,835 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Removal  of  Persons  in  need  of  Care  and  Attention. 

It  did  not  become  necessary  to  institute  statutory  action  under 
this  enactment  during  1964. 

HOUSING. 

During  1964,  4,273  permanent  houses  were  completed  of  which 
188  were  built  by  the  Council  and  85  by  other  bodies  or  persons. 

In  order  that  easy  comparison  may  be  made  I give  below  the 
figures  for  the  past  ten  years  in  tabulated  form. 


Year. 

Houses  Completed  by 
Local  Authority. 

Houses  Completed  by 
others. 

Total 

1964  .. 

273  

188  

..  85 

1963  .. 

100  

90  

190 

1962  . 

245  

98  

...  343 

1961  .. 

223  

116  

..  339 

1960 

210  

103  

...  313 

1959  .. 

256  

63  

...  319 

1958 

156  

35  

. 191 

1957  .. 

454  

48  

...  502 

1956 

287  

66  

...  353 

490 

63  

...  483 
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The  waiting  list  for  re-housing  by  the  Local  Authority  remains 
high.  At  the  end  of  1964  the  Housing  Manager  states  that  after  an 
intensive  screening  of  the  lists  of  applications  for  rehousing  held  in 
his  department  833  names  remained  on  his  file. 

This  compares  with  the  waiting  list  for  previous  years  thus:— 


December  31st,  1963  

1,420 

99 

„ 1962  

1,520 

99 

„ 1961  

1,700 

99 

„ 1960  

1,760 

99 

„ 1959  

1,550 

99 

„ 1958  

1,865 

99 

„ 1957  

1,695 

99 

1956  

1,834 

99 

„ 1955  

1,699 

99 

„ 1954  

1,540 

99 

„ 1953  

1,650 

99 

1952  

1,340 

99 

1951  

1,732 

1 give  below  a table  that  gives  an  indication  of  some  of  the 
special  categories  of  applicants  where  re-housing  was  effected 


during  the  period  under  review. 

Families  suffering  from  or  exposed  to  Tuberculosis  3 

Families  from  Condemned  Houses  97 

Families  from  overcrowded  houses  3 

Key  Workers  in  Industry  8 

Families  from  houses  required  for  Road  Development 

(Port  Talbot  By-Pass)  1 


Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.  Overcrowding, 

No  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  during  the  period 
under  review. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


As  members  of  Council  are  well  aware,  the  progressive 
development  during  the  post  war  period  within  the  borough 
boundaries  both  industrial  and  domestic,  has  created  a progressively 
increasing  problem  to  the  Water  Department.  The  least  drought 
aggravated  the  condition  and  in  any  previous  Annual  Reports  I 
have  had  to  make  special  reference  to  the  restrictive  practices  that 
became  necessary  only  too  frequently  to  try  and  cope  in  some 
measure  with  the  situation. 

Your  Authority  in  conjunction  with  neighbouring  Water 
Undertakings  employed  Consultant  Water  Engineers  to  advise  and 
consideration  has  been  given  to  the  construction  of  Reservoirs  at 
the  head  of  the  Neath  and  Llia  Rivers.  Many  problems  and  set- 
backs were  encountered  but  finally  a proposal  to  abstract  water 
from  the  River  Neath  at  a convenient  point  near  Aberdulais 
received  favour. 

In  1961  therefore  a Water  Order  was  made  which  allowed  for 
the  abstraction  of  2^  million  gallons  per  day  of  water  from  the 
River  Neath  at  Tonna  near  Aberdulais. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  allowed  me  to  include  here- 
under a brief  resume  of  the  scheme. 

By  mutual  agreement,  with  Neath  Borough,  2 million  gallons 
of  this  is  allocated  to  Port  Talbot  and  the  remaining  ^ million 
gallons  is  reserved  for  Neath. 

Operation. 

Water  from  the  River  Neath  flows  through  a band  screen  to 
remove  flotsam,  dosed  with  potassium  permanganate  to  assist  the 
removal  of  manganese  and  enters  the  sump  of  two,  submersible 
type,  low  lift  pumps. 
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ll  is  then  pumped  into  two  concrete  sedementation  tanks  but 
dosed  just  before  entry  to  the  tanks  with  aluminium  sulphate 
(Alum).  This  chemical  assists  the  very  small  suspended  particles 
to  form  together  and  settle  out.  (Experience  has  shown  that  during 
very  cold  weather  a further  settling  aid  is  required  in  the  form  of 
sodium  alginate). 

It  takes  approximately  four  hours  for  the  water  to  pass  through 
the  sedementation  tanks  and  into  two  rapid  gravity  sand  filter 
units.  Each  filter  unit  feeds  a high  lift  pump  sump.  When  the 
water  reaches  these  sumps  it  is  chemically  dosed  with  a controlled 
amount  of  Chlorine  to  ensure  complete  sterilization  and  lime  to 
correct  its  p.H.  value.  Four  high  lift  pumps  then  deliver  the  water 
into  a small  break  pressure  tank  on  top  of  Cefn  Saeson,  Cimla.  It 
is  here  that  Neath  Borough  will  eventually  “take-off”  their  allotted 
water.  The  remaining  water  flows  down  from  Cefn  Saeson,  through 
a ball  valve  controlled  storage  tank  on  top  of  Blaen  Baglan 
Mountain.  When  the  ball  valve  closes  the  pressure  in  the  supply 
main  rises  and  automatically  opens  a pressure  sustaining  valve 
which  allows  the  water  to  discharge  into  Ynys-y-Gwas  reservoir. 

Finally,  the  water  flows  out  of  the  Blaen  Baglan  tank  into  the 
distribution  network  at  the  bottom  of  Smallwood  Road,  Baglan. 

If  the  River  Abstraction  Plant  has  to  shut  down  for  any  reason 
then  the  storage  tank  will  be  supplied  from  Ynys-y-Gwas  reservoir 
by  means  of  two  booster  pumps,  which  will  be  operated  auto- 
matically from  a level  controller  in  the  Blaen  Baglan  tank.” 

River  water  can  and  is  being  satisfactorily  and  efficiently 
purified  but  naturally  calls  for  close  and  constant  surveillance,  and 
in  Mr.  L.  J.  Carter’s  section  of  this  report  details  of  the  sampling 

both  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  of  the  water  in  question  mav  be 
found. 
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I summarise  below  a list  of  the  sources  of  water  brought  into 
use  during  1964. 

(a)  Pennanent  Supplies 
Cwmwernderi 
Cwmgwineu 
Ynysygwas 
Cwm  Varteg 
Parc-y-Bryn 
Cwmwemderi  Intake 
Neath  R.D.C. 

Cwm  Philip  Abtraction 
Mid-Glamorgan  Water  Board 
River  Neath  Abstraction 


— 50,000,000  galls/capacity. 

— 138,000  galls/capacity. 

— 6,000,000  galls/capacity. 

— 30,000  galls/capacity. ) Bryn  area 

— 1,700  galls/capacity. ) only. 

— 2,000  galls/capacity. 


(b)  Temporary  Auxiliary  Supplies  available  to  the  Authority. 
Pwllyglaw. 

Borehole. 

Ffrwdwyllt. 


The  temporary  supplies  were  brought  into  supply  as  follows : - 


Glanhafod : 
Pwllyglaw : 


Borehole : 
Ffrwdwyllt ; 


not 

used 

9 

1 

64  - 

- 14 

1 

64 

18 

1 

64  - 

- 17 

3 

64 

7 

4 

64  - 

- 25 

5 

64 

3 

7 

64  - 

- 8 

7 

64 

15 

10 

64  - 

— 22 

10 

64 

7 

11 

64  - 

- 27 

11 

64 

30 

11 

64  - 

- 11 

12 

64 

21 

12 

64  - 

- 24 

12 

64 

28 

12 

64  - 

- 30 

12 

64 

not 

used 

not 

used 

The  average  daily  intake  (in  gallons)  into  the  mains  was  as 
follows; — 


Cwmwernderi  ) 

Cwmgwineu  ) 

Ynysygwas  ) 

Pwllyglaw 

Ffrwdwyllt 

Borehole 


1,830,000 

490,000  into 

Ynysygwas  Reserve. 
Nil. 

Nil. 


The  Borough  Engineer  informs  me  that  the  average  daUy 
supply  for  industry  amounts  to  1,620,000  gallons. 
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Regular  sampling  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  purity  is 
undertaken  by  the  department  and  details  of  the  samples  taken  are 
given  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Month 

Rainfall  in 
inches 

Town  Centre 

State  of  Reservoirs 

Restriction 
Districts 
fif  any) 

Cwmwernderi 

1 nysygwas 

January  



O'— 1" 

O'— 10" 

— 

February  

— 

O'— 2" 

3' — 1" 

■ 

March  

— 

FULL 

0' — 7" 

— 

April  

— 

FULL 

O'— 7" 

— 

May  

— 

FULL 

O'— 6" 

— 

June  

— 

FULL 

O'— 7" 

— 

July  

— 

O'— 2" 

1' — 3" 

— 

August  

— 

0' — 1" 

i' — 5 " 

— 

September  

— 

0' — 2" 

1' — 1" 

October  

— 

0' — 5" 

2' — 7" 

— 

November  

— 

FULL 

4'— 0" 

— 

December  

FULL 

1'— 3" 

Public  Baths  Attendances,  1964. 


Number  of  Admission  tickets  issued  22,933 

Number  of  Club  Members  2,452 

Number  of  Hot  Baths  supplied  1,164 

Number  of  Towels  hired  91 1 

Number  of  School  Classes  which  attended  754 
Number  of  Police  who  attended  — 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 

Education. 

The  following  information  has  been  provided  by  Mr.  Eben 


Jones,  the  Divisional  Education  Officer  : — 

1.  Average  number  of  pupils  attending  primary  and 

secondary  schools  in  the  Borough  during  1964  10,037 

2.  Daily  average  number  of  pupils  receiving  school  meals 

during  1964  3,536 

3.  Daily  average  number  of  pupils  receiving  milk  in 

school  during  1964  7,441 


Children’s  Department. 

Miss  Beti  Jones,  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  Children’s 
Officer,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  details 

1.  Number  of  children  admitted  to  Children’s  Homes  in 


1964  20 

2.  Number  of  children  boarded-out  6 


3.  Number  of  children  admitted  to  Approved  Schools  in 
1964  
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Juvenile  Court. 

Mr.  P.  H.  R.  Thomas,  the  Clerk  to  the  Court,  states  that  203 
children  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  seventeen  years  were  brought 
before  the  Juvenile  Court  during  1964. 


Welfare  Services.  Part  III— Accommodation. 

7 males  and  6 females  from  Port  Talbot  were  admitted  to 
County  Council  Hostels  during  1964. 

HOME  Male.  Female. 

“Mor-Awelon”,  Port  Talbot  2 1 

“Glanymor”,  Penmaen  3 — 

“Caewern”,  Neath  1 

“Bronleigh”,  Neath  ,. 1 “ 

“Tegfan”  — ^ 

Part  III  Accommodation, 

Graig  Hospital,  Pontypridd  — 1 

7 6 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  for 
admission  were  5 females  and  5 males. 


Employment  of  Disabled  Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Number  Registered  Disabled  in  December, 



601  . 

48 

Number  Registered  Disabled  placed  in 
Employment  in  1964 

69  .. 

4 

Number  Registered  Disabled  wholly  Un- 
employed  in  December,  1964 

29 

13 

I append  below  details  of  the 
Talbot  for  the  past  ten  years;— 


unemployment 

Males. 


figures  for  Pori 


Females. 


December,  1955 


5* 

>5 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 

99 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 


60  

41 

89  

43 

87  

51 

230  

123 

225  .... 

70 

188  .... 

70 

276  .... 

137 

439  .... 

137 

361  .... 

153 

338  .... 

146 
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BOROUGH  OF  PORT  TALBOT 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Port  Talbot. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1964,  this  being  my  third  report  as  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 

Reference  was  made,  in  my  introduction  to  last  year’s  report,  to 
the  fact  that  we  had  commenced  in  that  year  an  attack  on 
the  last  remaining  two  years  of  our  5 year  housing 
clearance  programme.  We  accomplished  this,  certainly  to  some 
measure  at  the  expense  of  other  work,  so  that  all  who  had  a right 
to  compensation,  as  owner/occupier,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957,  would  not  lose  such  benefit.  Thus  it  is  certain 
that,  before  the  13th  December,  1965,  all  schemes  in  this  respect 
so  far  as  the  outstanding  5 year  programme  is  concerned  will  be 
met.  Mr.  Heycock,  and  the  staff  who  have  worked  very  hard  in 
this  direction,  are  deserving  of  thanks. 

During  the  year  Council  approved  a list  for  submission  to  the 
Welsh  Office  of  areas  containing  a sufficient  number  of  sub-standard 
properties  which  it  was  considered  can  be  dealt  with  within  a 
period  of  15  years. 
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Reference  will  be  found  in  the  appropriate  part  of  this  report 
to  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  a large  number  of  complaints  as  to 
food  adulterations.  Public  awareness  to  the  necessity  to  stamp  out 
the  sale  of  adulterated  food  is  all  to  the  good  and  is  bound  to  have 
the  right  affect  in  promoting  improvements  in  food  standards. 

Housing  activities,  conducted  on  the  scale  of  1964,  causes  some 
imbalance  in  the  attention  which  can  be  devoted  to  other  important 
aspects  of  our  work  but,  I am  pleased  to  say  that  in  general  the 
staff  has  supervised  all  other  matters  quite  as  well  as  it  was  possible. 

The  loyalty  of  all  the  staff  was,  as  always,  unquestionable.  An 
examination  of  the  amount  of  work  done  as  shown  in  the  report 
proves  this,  and  I am  particularly  grateful  to  them  all.  My  thanks 
are  extended  to  the  Chairmen  and  Deputy  Chairmen  of  the  Public 
Health,  Offices  and  Shops  Committee  and  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Committee  and  to  all  members  of  these  Committees  for 
their  constant  support,  and  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  to  the  heads  of  all  departments  and  their  staffs,  who 
always  show  a marked  degree  of  co-operation  in  all  matters. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

LESLIE  J.  CARTER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  under  the  Public 
Health,  Factories,  and  Housing  Act,  etc. 

GENERAL  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


Housing  inspections  and  re-inspections  4,412 

Structural  Defects  1,013 

Drains,  yards,  W.C’s  etc 1,170 

Amusement  Houses  and  Cinemas,  etc 26 

Verminous  premises  157 

Dirty  Premises  119 

Accumulations  159 

Ash  Pits,  Privies  and  Cesspools  20 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Shops  39 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  37 

Food  Premises,  Kitchen  and  Food  Vehicles  1,456 

Houses  let  in  lodgings,  tenements,  etc 118 

Offensive  trades  20 

Fish  Friers  100 

Factories  264 

Ice-cream  premises  227 

Bakehouses  68 

Want  of  cleanliness  10 

Overcrowding  6 

Drainage  of  floors  9 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  14 

Sanitary  accommodation  for  separate  sexes  10 

Other  offences  23 

Schools  48 

Pig  Styes  and  Swine  Keeping  34 

Stables,  Refuse  and  Manure  15 

Rats  and  Mice  7,757 

Animals  improperly  kept  26 

Smoke  Nuisances  51 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Inspection  2,555 

Slaughterhouses  apart  from  food  inspection  71 

Water  Supplies  28 
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Water  Sampling — Bacteriological 
Water  Sampling^ — Chemical 
Food  and  Drugs  Sampling 
Milk  Sampling— Bacteriological 

Interviews  with  Owners  

Atmospheric  Pollution  Checks 

Public  Houses  

Infectious  Diseases  

Ice-cream — Bacteriological  sampling 
Oil  Pollution  on  foreshore 

Offices  and  Shops  

Hairdressers  

Smoke  and  Dust  Observations 

Clean  Air  Act  Inspections  

Mobile  Shops  

Noise  Nuisance  

Exhumations  

Swimming  Pools  

Other  nuisances  


469 

67 

327 

49 

753 

1,466 

107 

2 

22 

15 

1,562 

19 

20 
19 
74 

8 

2 

3 

70 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  436 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  in  respect  of  same  4,412 

Number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  205 

Number  of  houses  found  not  in  all  respects  to  be 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  231 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
Notices  230 
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The  number  of  nuisances  discovered,  together  with  the  number 
of  Notices  served  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Nuisances 

discovered 

Informal 

Notices 

served 

Abatement 

Notices 

served 

Structural  Defects  

313 

313 

19 

Drains,  Yards,  W.C’s,  etc 

....  387  

..  387 

9 

Dirty  Conditions  

56 

56 

6 

Pig-Stves  and  Swine  Keeping 

6 

6 .. 

1 

Food  Premises  

....  266  

..  266  .. 



.Atmospheric  Pollution  

22 

22 

— 

Rats  and  Mice  

104 

104 

Accummulations  - 

138 

138 

3 

Verminous  Infestations  

37  

37 

Overcrowding  - 

3 

3 . 

__ 

Factories  

3 

3 . 

Dairies  

1 

1 

Stables,  Manure  and  Refuse  

•2 

2 



■Animals  improperly  kept  

6 

6 

— 

Mobile  Shops  

38  

38 



Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

12  

12 

_ 

Noise  Nuisances  

7 

7 

Cinemas  

1 

1 .. 



Cleanliness  and  Redecoration  

15  

15 

— 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  

6 

6 

2 

Smokft  Nni.sanne.^;  ^ 

9. 

9 

' 

Totals  

..,  1,455  

. 1,455  .. 
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The  nature  of  the  work  carried  out  to  abate  the  various 
nuisances  and  contraventions  was  as  follows: — 


Houses : 

Eavesgutters  renewed  22;  Downspouts  renewed  3;  Roofs  repaired 
71;  Boilers  renewed  1;  Grates  renewed  or  repaired  4;  Rooms  redecorated  8; 
Walls  repaired  32;  Wallplaster  renewed  69;  Chimney  Stacks  repaired  7; 
Ceilings  repaired  25;  Floors  repaired  33;  Doors  repaired  28;  Dampness 
remedied  89;  Windows  repaired  67;  Air  bricks  provided  3;  Fireplaces 
repaired  4;  Staircase  repaired  7;  Dangerous  structures  made  safe  3. 


Drainage : 

Drainage  cleansed  202;  Yards  re-laid  13;  New  gullies  provided  28; 
Inspection  chambers  repaired  29;  Vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  10; 
Drains  tested  44;  Drains  re-laid  33;  New  urinals  installed  5;  Road  drains 
cleared  2. 


Toilets,  Fittings,  etc.: 

Flush  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  3;  New  W.C’s  provided  34;  Wash  hand 
basins  provided  4;  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  41;  Sink  waste  pipes 
unblocked  18;  Sinks  repaired  3;  Baths  replaced  1;  W.C.  Pans  renewed  25. 
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Verminous  and  dirty  houses: 

Houses  disinfested  169. 


Accumulations: 

Accumulations  removed  92. 


Water  Supply: 

Water  supplies  renewed  or  repaired  15;  Water  service  pipes  repaired  11 


Food  Premises: 

Redecoration  of  food  rooms  23;  Cleanliness  improved  19;  Washing 
facilities  provided  or  improved  18;  Provision  of  nail  brushes,  etc.  15, 
Provision  of  refuse  recepticals  21;  Protection  of  food  from  ri.sk  of 
contamination  80;  Vermin  removed  2;  Sinks  provided  2. 

Food  Vehicles : 

Names  and  addresses  provided  18;  Plot  and  cold  water  provided  2; 
Provision  of  nail  brushes  3;  Provision  of  refuse  recepticals  6;  Protection  of 
food  from  risk  of  contamination  11;  Clean  head  covering  provided  2. 
Wash  basins  provided  2. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Hundred  per  cent  meat  inspection  in  Port  Talbot  has  been  the 
accepted  system  for  a considerable  period  of  time.  We  continued 
with  the  one  private  abattoir  where  the  total  killings  was  a little  in 
excess  of  the  previous  year,  although  maintaining  a good  average. 
Sunday  killing  is  still  a feature  of  the  trade  locally,  and  from  our 
own  viewpoint,  the  least  satisfactory.  One  hopes  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  be  able  to  bring  in  legislation  before  long  regularizing  the 
hours  of  slaughter  so  that  Sunday  killing  may  be  stopped. 

The  record  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  is 
to  be  found  on  pages  44  and  45,  and  the  following  state- 
ment shows  the  amount  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  condemned 
at  the  abattoir  during  1964. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE  MEAT  CONDEMNATIONS  FOR 

YEAR  1964 

Bulls,  Bullocks  and  Heifers. 

TUBERCULOSIS;  1 Head  and  1 Tongue. 

DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS: 


19  Heads  and  Tongues 

— 4 C.  Bovis;  6 Actinomycosis; 

9 Actinobacilosis;  1 Abscess. 

199  Lungs 

— 110  Pleurisy;  28  Cysts;  32  Congested; 
17  Pneumonia;  8 Abscesses; 

3 Emphysema;  1 Faecal  Contamin- 
ation. 

307  livers 

— 200  Distomatosis;  9 Cirrhosis; 

65  Abscesses;  4 Peritonitis; 

22  Hydatid  Cysts;  3 Necrosis: 

4 Haemangiomata. 

I4I  Part  Livers 

25  Spleens 

— 130  Di.stomatosis;  11  Cirrhosis. 

— 8 Peritonitis,  15  Inflamation, 

2 Abscesses. 

11  Stomachs  & Intestines 

6 Hearts 

4 Skirts 

6 Kidneys 

— 8 C.  Bovis;  3 Peritonitis. 

— 5 C.  Bovis;  1 Pericarditis. 

— 2 Pleurisy;  2 Peritonitis. 

— 5 Hydatid  Cysts;  1 Nephritis. 

Sheep. 

1519  Lungs 

— 14  Strongyli;  596  Parasitic; 

607  Pneumonia;  37  Pleurisy; 

1 Abscess;  264  Congested. 

1098  Livers 

— 197  Distomatosis;  879  Parasitic; 

1 Peritonitis;  17  Abscess;  2 Cysts; 

1 Cirrhosis;  1 Carcinomata. 

9 Hearts 

1 Leg 

4)2  Shoulders  of  Lamb 

— 1 Cyts;  8 Pericarditis. 

— Extensive  bruising. 

— Septic  Pleurisy. 

Pigs. 

TUBERCULOSIS:  27  Heads  and  Tongues. 
DISE.A.SES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


2 Hocks 

1 Loin  and  Shoulder 

1 Pair  Legs 

1 Stomach  and  Intestine 
15  Whole  Plucks 

3 Spleens 

26  Kidneys 

30  Hearts 

442  Livers 

— Abscess,  Injury. 

— Septic  condition. 

— Broken  Pelvis. 

— Peritonitis. 

— 1 Peritonitis;  14  Inflamation. 

— 3 Peritonitis. 

— 17  Nephritis;  9 Cysts. 

— 30  Pericarditis. 

— 100  Cirrhosis;  13  Peritonitis; 

33  Necrosis;  260  Ascaris  Lumlin- 
coides;  15  Parasitic;  1 Cyst. 

996  Lungs 

— 1 Abscess;  1 Emphysema; 

38  Pleurisy;  266  Conge.sted; 

690  Pneumonia. 
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The  percentage  figures  of  diseased  animals  over  a period 
of  years  are  as  follows: — 


Tuberculosis. 


Year. 

Cattle  excluding 
Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

1954  

4.63 

9.14  .... 

08  ..... 

— 

5.26 

1955  

7.79 

8.21  .... 

..... 

— 

3.64 

1956  .... 

7.55 

8.93  .... 

....  — .... 

— 

3.11 

1957  

3.53 

16.66  .... 

25  .... 

— 

1.24 

1958  

6.22 

20.0  .... 

.....  — .... 

— 

2.36 

1959  

...  16.25 

— 

....  — 

— 

2.4 

1960  

.67 

— 

.....  — .... 

— 

1.82 

1961  

.093  .... 

— 

.... 

— 

2.81 

1962  

0.61 

— 

— .... 

— 

1.07 

1963  

0.24 

— 

— 

— 

1.19 

1964  

0.08 

— 

....  — 

— 

1.07 

Diseases 

other  than  Tuberculosis. 

Year. 

Cattle  excluding 
Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

1954 

53.1 

. 68.58  ... 

5.66  .... 

....  32.04  

..  53.32 

1955 

40.2 

. 80.67  .... 

....  6.6  .... 

....  18.24  

..  26.25 

1956 

54.16  

. 69.64  .... 

3.22  .... 

....  18.3  

7.7 

1957 

48.82  

. 84.72  .... 

....  3.51  

....  19.88  

..  27.04 

1958 

48.22  

. 53.33  .... 

....  1.70  

....  28.11  

..  31.73 

1959 

50.7 

50.0  .... 

....  2.0  .... 

....  21.3  

..  27.6 

1960 

43.19  

50.0  

...  1.86  .... 

....  12.9  

..  28.02 

1961 

32.92  

40.0  

...  .79  

....  14.6  

..  35.57 

1962 

26.86  

10.0  

..  1.5  

...  16.01  

..  38.55 

1963 

28.96  

— 

..  0.95  

....  17.86  

..  43.55 

1964 

45.84  

— 

— 

...  27.98  

,.  36.42 

Bovine  Cysticercosis 

Year 

Cattle 

Examined 

Other  than  Cows. 
Affected  Percentage 

Examined 

Cows. 

Affected 

Percentage 

1954 

2590  

..  33  .... 

1.27  

..  525  ... 

4 . 

0.76 

1955 

2015  

20  .... 

....  0.99  

..  207  ... 

4 . 

1.93 

1956  . 

1549  

..  18  .... 

....  1.17  

56  ... 

1 . 

1.78 

1957  . 

1415  

..  19  .... 

....  1.34  

72  ... 





1958 

1012  

..  23  .... 

....  2.27  

15  ... 





1959 

785  

. 11  ... 

....  1.4  

0 

. 



1960 

889  

..  11  .... 

....  1.23  

9. 



1961  . 

1069  

..  10  .... 

93  

5 ... 





1962  . 

983  

3 .... 

....  0.31  

10  .... 

— - ■ 



1963 

1257  

..  13  .... 

....  1.03  

4 ... 



1964 

1263  

..  9 .... 

....  0.71  

— ... 

— ., 

— 
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UNSOUND  OR  UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
OR  SURRENDERED  FROM  FOOD  PREMISES 
THROUGHOUT  THE  BOROUGH  DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

The  system  which  has  existed  for  many  years  of  allowing 
retailers,  etc.,  to  bring  unsound  and  diseased  food  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  disposal  is  still  followed.  Surrender  notes  are  given  and 
this  enables  credit  to  be  obtained.  It  is  an  incentive,  too,  to 
encourage  proper  rotation  of  stock  and  to  have  blown  and  other 
more  defective  tins  taken  away  from  sale  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Fish: 

411  lbs.  9 ozs. 

Fruit: 

125  lbs.  8/2  ozs. 

Cereals: 

75  lbs. 

Vegetables: 

245  lbs.  4 ozs. 

Tinned  Milk  and  Cream: 

47  lbs.  8 ozs. 

Tinned  Meat  and  Poultry: 

1562  lbs.  9 ozs. 

Sausages: 

43  lbs.  8 ozs. 

Raw  Meat  and  Poultry: 

1078  lbs.  4 ozs. 

Liquid  Egg: 

28  lbs. 

Miscellaneous: 

79  lbs.  12  ozs. 
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FOOD  SUBMITTED  FOR  ANALYSIS. 

Inspection  and  Sampling  of  Foods  and  Drugs  to  safeguard 
quality,  description,  etc. 


During  the  year  327  samples  of  various  foods  and  drugs  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  at  the  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff. 


It  will  be  observed  that  of  this  number  only  seven  w^r^ 
adulterated— this  being  referred  to  in  the  next  section  of  this  report. 


We  maintain  a system  of  sampling  which  is  in  accord  with  the 
recognised  standards  laid  down  for  the  population  of  the  Borough 
and  endeavour  to  ensure  that  the  widest  variety  is  sampled  with  an 
even  distribution  over  the  whole  Borough.  We  aim  too,  to  have 
a selective  method  of  sampling  drugs: — 


The  number  and  variety  of  foods  submitted  for  analysis  were 
as  follows: 

Milk  56;  Sage  1;  Semoline  1;  Cake  Mi.x  4;  Pastry  Mix  2;  Pie  Filling  1; 
Golden  Crumbs  2;  Dehydrated  Meat  and  Rice  2;  Sauce  3;  Curry  Powder  2; 
Dried  Sage  3;  Dehydrated  Peas  3;  Canned  Savoury  2;  Canned  Meat  ll; 
Meat  Paste  2;  Minced  Turkey  1;  Beef  Sausages  3;  Bottled  Mussels  2;  Sugar 
Confectionery  2;  Jam  3;  Prepared  Jelly  2;  Honey  2;  Cut  Mixed  Peel  3; 
Dried  Fruit  1;  Raisins  1;  Apple  Juice  1;  Mouth  Salve  Tonic  Tablets  1; 
Apples  1;  Baking  Powder  2;  Blackcurrants  bottled  1;  Black  pudding  1; 
Bombay  Duck  1;  Butter  5;  Cheese,  Cheshire  2;  Cheese  spread  with  .shrimps 
2;  Chocolate,  drinking  1;  Chow  Mein,  dehydrated  1;  Coconut,  desiccated  2; 
Coffee  and  chicory  essence  2;  Coffee  and  chicory  mixture  2;  Cooking  fat  2; 
Corn  Oil  1;  Cream,  double  1;  Custard  Powder  1;  Cream  Sponge  2;  Jam 
Pudding  canned  1;  Swiss  Roll  1;  Ginger,  stem  in  syrup  1;  Golden  Syrup  1; 
Ice-cream  3;  Lard  3;  Margarine  7;  Sausages,  pork  3;  Meat  pie  10;  Milk,  full 
cream  condensed  unsweetened  1;  Milk  .shake  syprup  1;  Milk,  skimmed 
condensed  sweetened  1;  Milk,  skimmed  dried  3;  Peanut  Butter  2;  Pears  1; 
Peas,  canned  3;  Pickle  5;  Polony  sausage  1;  Preserves  6;  Rice  Savour  1;  Salad 
Cream  1;  Salt,  gravy  2;  Sandwich  spread  1;  Soft  Drink  1;  Soup,  cream  of 
tomato  canned  1;  Soup,  mix  dehydrated  2;  Spaghetti  in  tomato  sauce 
canned  3;  Stuffing  Mix  1;  Table  jelly  1;  Tea  2;  Tomatoes  2;  Baking  Powder 
1;  Coffee,  instant  2;  Corn  Flakes  1;  Curry,  dehydrated  beef  with  rice  1;  Gin 
4;  Ice  lolly  3;  Ice  lolly  mix  3;  Ice  lolly  syrup  3;  Jam,  blackcurrant  low 
sugar  1;  Marmalade,  jelly  I;  Mustard  I;  Rum  2;  Corned  beef,  canned  4: 
Cornish  pasty  2;  Pork  Pie  3;  Spice  I;  Thyme  dried  I;  Whisky  3;  Almond 
marzipan  1;  Bamya  in  tomato  juice  canned  I;  Beans  in  tomato  sauce  canned 
I;  Blackberries  canned  I;  Brandy  I;  Breadcrumbs  1;  Cheese  flaps  in  tomato 
sauce  canned  1;  Cheese  spread  I;  Christmas  pudding  1;  Drambuie  I;  Fish 
canned  I;  Fish  Paste  I;  Flan  Mixture  I;  Flavourings  2;  Flour,  self  raising  I; 
Fruit  Juice  I;  Fruit  Pie  (Apple)  I;  Glace  Cherries  I;  Guavas,  canned  I; 
Herbs  mixed  I;  Horseradish  relish  I;  Macaroon  Pudding  mixture  I;  Milk 
Pudding  canned  I;  Mincemeat  2;  Mushrooms  canned  I;  Nuts,  mixed  I; 
Olive  oil  and  raspberry  vinegar  I;  Pearl  barley  I;  Peel,  cut  mixed  2;  Pepper 
black  I;  Peppermint  creams  1;  Pickle  and  Chutney  1;  Pop  Corn  canned  1; 
Spaghetti  bolognese  canned  I;  Starch-reduced  Crispbread  I;  Sugar  brown  I- 
Treacle  I;  Vegetable  flakes  dried  I;  Vinegar,  malt  distilled  1;  Vodka  1: 
VVelsh  rarebit  canned  I. 
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DRUGS  AND  MEDICINAL  PROPS: 


Amylobarbitone  sodium  capsules;  Amylobarbitone  tablets;  Amiuophylline 
tablets;  Ascorbic  Acid  tablets  B.P.;  Atropine  eye  ointment  B.P.;  Chloroguine 
sulphate  tablets;  Cough  syrup  2;  Dimenhydrinate  tablets;  Dusting  Powder; 
Golden  Eye  Ointment;  Healtli  Salts;  Meprobamate  tablets;  Zinc  Cream  B.P.; 
Antacid  Tablets;  Paracetamol  tablets;  Phenelzine  tablets;  Trifluoperazine 
tablets;  Aneurine  Compound  tablets  strong;  Caffeine  Tablets;  Castor  Oil 
B.P.;  Chlormezanone  and  Paracetamol  tablets;  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  liypo- 
phosephites  emulsion;  Cold  Tablets;  Laxative  Chewing  Gum;  Magnesia 
Compound  solution;  Magnesium  trisilicate  compound  powder  B.P.C.; 
Phenmetrazine  hydrochloride  tablets;  Salicylic  acid  paste;  Selenium  sulphide 
suspension;  Surgical  Spirit  B.P.C.;  Zinc  Ointment;  Fynnon  Salts  2;  Chilblain 
Tablets  1. 


Total  Number  of  Samples  327 

Genuine  - 320 

Adulterated  7 


The  comparison 

with  the  previous 

years  is  as 

follows  : — 

Year 

No.  of  Samples  taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

1955 

300 

299 

1 

1956 

312 

304 

8 

1957 

323 

320 

3 

1958 

337 

326 

11 

1959 

307 

304 

3 

1960 

307 

305 

•7 

1961 

308 

307 

1 

1962 

308 

306 

2 

1963 

323 

320 

3 

1964 

327 

320 

7 

Number  of  samples  taken  per  1,000  of  population — Estimated 

51,000  - 6.41 

Percentage  of  Milks  taken  not  conforming  to  standards  in  relation 

to  number  taken  

Percentage  of  Foods  other  than  Milk  not  conforming  to  standards  in 

relation  to  number  taken  2.56 


ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 

Seven  samples,  all  informal,  were  found  on  analysis  to  be 
adulterated. 


These  were  a sample  of  Veal  Sorrento,  and  six  meat  pies. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  a 
result  of  routine  sampling,  1964  followed  very  much  the  pattern 
set  in  1963  in  regard  to  complaints  as  to  foods  containing  foreign 
materials  of  varying  kinds.  This  is  the  list  of  complaints  brought 
to  the  Department,  every  one  of  which  is  closely  examined  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 
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Cockroach  in  Tin  of  Spanish  Tomatoes;  Caterpillar  in  Tin  of  Italian 
Tomatoes  Grub  hi  Loaf  of  Bread;  Glass  in  bottle  of  milk;  Iron  Sulphide 
Deposit  in  Ganned  Corned  Beef  (two  complaints);  Deposit  of  grit  in  butter, 
Sty  Milk  Bottle;  Mould  in  a Date  Slab  Loaf;  Bottle  of  Lemonade  con- 
tainig  a small  part  of  electrical  contact;  Acid  contact  through  pm  holes  m a 
Tin  of  Corned  Beef;  Corned  Beef  containing  piece  of  wood;  Bread  con- 
taining deposit  of  dust;  Milk  bottle  containing  cement;  Milk  loaf  containing 
part  of  cigarette;  Red  Mould  in  bread;  Mould  in  Pork  Pie  (two  complaints). 
Bread  Finger  Rolls  containing  carbonised  grease;  Wasps  m Bottle  ot 
Cidona;  Mould  in  Crumpets;  Mould  in  Milk  Loaf;  Portion  of  Cockroach  m 
a Steak  and  Kidney  Pie;  Leg  of  Lamb  contaminated  with  Excreta;  Mould  in 
Chocolate  Eclairs;  Apple  Turnover  containing  piece  of  paper;  Piece  ol  Wood 
in  Loaf  of  Bread;  Mould  in  Apple  Tarts;  Portion  of  butter  containing  a 
piece  of  rubber;  Maggot  in  Chocolate;  Bap  containing  a gritty  deposit; 
Cherry  Cake  sold  after  having  become  wet  and  allowed  to  diy;  Unsound 
bacon;  Halibut  liver  oil  capsules  not  properly  labelled  as  to  Vitamin  A 
activity  as  required  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 


The  volume  of  complaints  emphasises  my  comments  made  in 
my  1963  report  that  the  public  in  general  no  longer  wish  to 
countenance  unsatisfactory  food,  and  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  authority  to  such  matters.  A number  of  warnings  and  prosecu- 
tions ensued,  and  on  page  68  is  set  out  results  of  proceedings 
heard  at  the  Magistrates  Court. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

In  February  of  1964  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I took 
part  in  a meeting  convened  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the 
County  Public  Analyst,  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Sampling 
Officers  in  the  County  area  to  discuss  the  question  of  sampling 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  having  special  reference  to 
modern  trends.  The  discussion,  apart  from  dealing  with  food 
sampling,  laid  particular  stress  on  the  sampling  and  testing  of 
drugs.  There  was  agreement  that  Local  Authorities  ought  to  devote 
a greater  amount  of  time  to  the  sampling  of  drugs. 

I am  pleased  to  indicate  that  we  have  been  able  in  Port  Talbot 
to  step  up  our  drug  sampling,  despite  the  difficulties  which  are 
entailed  in  the  purchase  of  some  drugs.  We  have  ensured  that  we 
have  a satisfactory  system  in  operation  which  safeguards  the 
retailer,  the  Analyst  and  ourselves  in  the  possession  of  dangerous 
drugs. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations  1925/1953 

All  the  samples  of  milk,  condensed  milk,  sterilised  cream, 
cream  and  ice-cream  were  free  from  preservatives. 

The  following  foods  were  reported  upon  as  being  free  from 
sulphites: — 

Sago,  Semolina,  Cake  Mix,  Pie  Filling,  Golden  Crumbs,  Sauce,  Pastry  Mix, 
Apple  Juice,  Sugar  Confectionery,  Honey,  Jam,  Prepared  Jelly,  Cut  Mixed 
Peel,  Dried  Fruit,  Raisins. 
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f 

The  analysis  of  the  following  foods  showed  them  to  be  free 
horn  Boric  Acid: — 

Meat  Paste,  Minced  Turkey  in  Jelly,  Beef  Sausages. 

The  sample  of  Sauce  was  free  from  sulphites,  benzoic  and 
salicylic  acids. 

The  following  was  within  permissible  limit  of  Sulphur 
Dioxide: — 

Dehydrated  Peas. 


THE  SALE  OF  MILK  REGULATIONS. 

The  regulations  provide  that  unless  milk  contains  a minimum 
of  3%  fat  and  8.5%  milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat  it  shall  be 
presumed — unless  the  contrary  is  proved — that  the  milk  is  not 
genuine.  The  average  percentage  composition  of  the  whole  of  the 
milk  samples  in  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  in  1964  was  as 
follows: — 

Number  of  Milk  fat  Non-fatty  solids — 

milk  samples  taken.  Percentage.  Percentage. 

56  3.72  8.6 

The  figures  for  the  ten  previous  years  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  milk  Milk  fat  Non-latty  solids — 

Year  samples  examined  percentage  percentge 


1954 

104 

3.66% 

8.63% 

1955 

84 

3.53% 

8.66% 

1956 

72 

3.60% 

8.75% 

1957 

65 

3.66% 

8.45% 

1958 

59 

3.66% 

8.45% 

1959 

40 

3.77% 

8.64% 

1960 

62 

3.66% 

8.65% 

1961 

44 

3.71% 

8.64% 

1962 

44 

3.75% 

8.69% 

1963 

65 

3.73% 

8.65% 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Channel  Islands  and  South 
Devon  Milk).  Regulations,  1956. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  remain 
responsible  for  duties  in  connection  with  dairy  farms,  and  the 
registration  of  persons  carrying  on  or  proposing  to  engage  in  the 
business  of  a dairy  farmer. 
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The  Local  Authority’s  duties  are  to  enforce  the  Regulations 
relative  to  the  treatment  and  handling  of  milk;  the  provisions 
regarding  the  infection  of  milk  and  protection  against  contamination, 
the  cleansing  and  storage  of  vessels,  utensils  and  appliances,  the 
conveyance  and  distribution  of  milk;  the  registration  of  dairies, 
other  than  dairy  farms,  and  of  distributors. 

The  number  of  Licences  granted  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised, 
sterilised,  and  tuberculin  tested  milk  in  this  Borough  is  52. 

All  dairies  and  milk  shops,  etc.  were  regularly  inspected 
throughout  the  year.  Judicious  sampling  of  milk  sold  fmm 
wholesale  and  retail  establishments  and  during  delivery  to  various 
parts  of  the  Borough  was  maintained.  The  number  of  samples 
procured,  the  examination  undertaken,  and  the  result  of  such 
examination  were  as  follows: — 


Milk  Sampled  for  Bacteriological  Purposes: 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  1 1 

Pasteurised  8 

C.I.  Pasteurised  3 

Sterilised  12 

Homogenised  Pasteurised  10 

Homogenised  T.T.  Pasteurised  5 


49 

Milk  Sampled  for  Adulteration: 


Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  13 

Pasteurised  9 

C.I.  Pasteurised  3 

Sterilised  15 

Homogenised  T.T.  Pasteurised  5 

Homogenised  Pasteurised  11 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  results  of  the  examination  of  all 
samples  of  milk  taken  were  satisfactory. 


There  is  a number  of  milk  vending  automatic  machines  in 
different  parts  of  the  Borough,  and  it  can  be  said  in  their  favour 
that  the  milk  is  sold  in  non-returnable  cartons.  One  hopes  that  in 
the  course  of  time  it  may  be  possible  for  the  industry  to  develop 
this  method  more,  as  this  seems  to  be  the  only  means  of  ensuring 
a completely  hundred  per  cent  elimination  of  the  type  of 
contamination  referred  to. 
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In  addition  there  are  installed  in  15  shops  and/or  restaurants 
milk  dispensers  for  the  supply  of  milk  for  consumption  on  the 
premises.  We  keep  a careful  watch  on  the  purity  of  this  method  of 
supplying  milk. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING  OF  ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  of  these  21  were  satisfactory  and 
classified  Grade  I and  one  was  classified  as  unsatisfactory  Grade 

111. 


AUTOMATIC  VENDING  OF  FOOD 

The  sale  of  various  kinds  of  foods  from  automatic  machines  is 
a practice  which  is  on  the  increase.  One  observes  a growing 
tendency  for  machines  to  be  installed  in  social  clubs,  dance  halls, 
railway  stations,  garages,  etc.  In  places  like  these,  it  seems  that  the 
most  popular  purpose  is  to  sell  hot  and  cold  drinks,  chocolates  and 
such  confectionery.  Our  industrial  concerns  also  use  this  method 
for  the  sale  of  light  snacks.  Milk  is  still  sold  from  a few  machines. 


In  general,  one  feels  that  the  efficiency  and  control  of  the 
automatic  machines  is  reasonably  good  and  one  imagines  them  to 
be  profitable,  too,  which  indicates  public  approval. 


Care  of  course,  is  essential  in  dealing  with  greasiness  at  the 
filling  point  for  drinks,  and  manufacturers  should  ensure  that  there 
is  about  i"  space  at  the  top  of  a drinking  vessel  not  filled  with 
drink,  to  ensure  that  no  overspill  is  allowed. 


OUTSIDE  CATERING 

Feeding  by  ^ople  outside  their  homes  continues  to  be  a feature 
of  our  mode  of  living. 

Twenty  industrial  canteens  and  thirteen  school  canteens 

supply  some  thousands  of  mea  s hi  Mr  Fban  Jones 

inSstry  and  on  information  S“PP''f  ^eafs  were 

the  Divisional  Education  Officer,  a total  of  696,701  meals  w 

provided  in  the  schools  in  1964. 

We  are  able  to  report  that  the  conditions  at  all  the  canteens 
are  ^UsStorylwhere  improvements  are  requested  immediate 

response  is  made. 
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I regret  to  report  that  conditions  in  certain  restaurants  and 
kitchens  conducted  by  one  or  two  foreign  persons  are  not  satis- 
factory. This  is  a problem  that  has  to  be  faced  as  there  is,  in  my 
opinion,  no  thorough  appreciation  of  the  standards  required. 
Surely  registration  is  the  answer  with  the  necessity  to  apply  for 
renewal  each  year.  A much  better  hold  in  this  problem  could  be 
brought  into  being. 

Apart  from  this  our  restaurants  are  run  quite  satisfactorily. 
No  new  premises  opened  during  the  year,  but  we  can  look  forward 
next  year  to  the  new  catering  facilities  which  will  be  provided  on 
modern  basis  at  the  Council’s  new  Lido  at  Aberavon  Beach.  I 
shall  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  this  in  my  next  report. 

The  supply  of  food  in  public  houses  is  a growing  tendency. 
Meat  pies,  hot  dogs,  chicken-in-the-rough  are  becoming  part  and 
parcel  of  public  house  life.  In  general  the  conditions  are  reasonable, 
but  the  practice  has  to  have  careful  supervision. 

ICE  CREAM 

The  conditions  under  which  ice-cream  is  sold  in  the  Borough, 
whether  from  fixed  premises,  stalls  or  vehicles,  is  reasonably 
satisfactory.  Nevertheless  no  public  health  official  is  at  all  times 
completely  contented  when  this  commodity  is  sold  in  such  vast 
quantities  from  many  places,  when  the  human  element  plays  such 
a big  part  in  its  purity,  especially  from  the  bacterial  viewpoint.  It 
is  when  the  weather  is  best,  and  the  trade  at  its  busiest,  that  the 
risks  are  greater,  none  more  so  than  when  soft  ice-cream  is  sold. 
We  find  our  inspectorial  responsibilities  stretched  to  the  uttermost 
in  times  such  as  these,  when  in  addition  to  the  trade  in  the  town 
and  surrounds,  there  are  many  thousands  of  visitors  to  our  very 
popular  beach  and  promenade. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  vast  majority  of  ice-cream  traders  in 
maintaining  a standard  which  is  creditable. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  AND  CLUBS 

We  are  able  to  report  that  our  licensed  houses  were  maintained 
in  a satisfactory  condition  during  the  year.  Three  of  our  older 
houses  are  expected  to  be  demolished  in  the  not  too  distant  future 
as  they  form  part  of  a clearance  scheme  in  the  Centre  of  Town. 
One  feels  regretful  at  seeing  the  end  of  a long  life  of  good  service 
as  these  three  have  always  given  but  it  is  encouraging  for  the 
future  that  modern  up  to  date  premises  will  be  built  elsewhere  to 
replace  them.  I have  referred  elsewhere  to  the  tendency  for 
increasing  the  catering  side  of  the  premises. 

Th  clubs  in  the  Town  are  all  well  conducted  and  maintain  a 
good  hygienic  standard. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 


We  believe  that  we  have,  over  the  years,  built  up  a high 
standard  of  food  hygiene  in  Port  Talbot.  Being  a seaside  town  the 
difficulties  can  very  often  become  very  great,  as  in  the  hot  weather 
in  a town  such  as  ours,  there  is  much  more  than  the  average  amount 
of  food  sold  for  immediate  consumption. 

We  have  to  be  much  concerned  with  the  conditions  of 
preparation  and  sale  when  dealing  with  such  commodities  as  ham- 
burgers and  other  meat  products,  fish  and  chips,  lollipops,  candy- 
floss, fruit,  etc.,  which  in  general  are  eaten  largely  from  stalls  and 
vehicles  and  also  eaten  within  a very  short  time  after  purchase. 

Quite  frankly  I am  never  really  happy  that  stalls,  etc.,  are 
properly  provided  with  full  washing  facilities,  etc.  And  even  when 
properly  provided  the  utmost  supervision  is  needed,  often  under 
difficult  circumstances,  because  of  mobility,  to  ensure  that  the 
facilities  are  used  and  not  allowed  to  be  submerged  beneath  the 
stock  in  an  already  overcrowded  kiosk  or  vehicle.  Too  often  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  see  where  the  wash  basin  actually  is,  until 
articles  of  stock  are  moved.  Too  often  too,  the  appliance  is  not 
working,  and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  nothing  more  than 
an  ornament. 

The  standard  in  food  shops  generally  is  good.  Competition 
forces  individual  traders  to  lay  out  capital  expenditure  in  equipping 
their  shops  with  new  and  modern  furnishing.  Encouragingly,  too, 
we  find  a greater  tendency  than  ever  before  for  traders  to  discuss 
their  proposals  at  an  early  date,  ensuring  agreement  on  most  things 
at  this  stage. 

In  any  event  the  Borough  Surveyor  shows  us  the  plans 
submitted  of  all  premises  which  affect  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Department,  and  this  co-operation  is  to  the  advantage  of  all. 

I make  a plea  to  all  designers  of  food  premises  not  to  ignore 
the  vital  necessity  of  adequate  storage  accommodation,  both  with 
fitments  in  the  shop  itself  and  in  the  store-room  proper,  with 
sufficient  space  to  stock  foods  away  from  the  floor. 

With  certain  exceptions,  fortunately  few  in  number,  our 
restaurants  and  kitchens  and  food  manufacturing  rooms  are 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  hygienic  condition. 

During  the  year.  Council  gave  permission  for  the  printing  of 
display  cards  under  my  signature  which  were  aimed  at  requesting 
customers  of  food  shops,  in  the  interests  of  hygiene,  not  to  bring  a 
dog  into  the  shop  whilst  making  their  purchases. 
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This  has  proved  an  agreeable  method  for  many  shop  occupiers, 
as  they  feel  absolved,  by  the  display  of  such  a card,  from  what  can 
often  be  an  embarrassing  request  of  the  customer. 

Suspected  Outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning. 

A detailed  investigation  was  carried  out  with  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  into  a suspected  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
amongst  girls  at  a local  school.  The  enquiries  made  us  satisfied 
that  food  was  not  the  cause  of  the  conditions  reported. 

Aberdeen  Outbreak — ^Typhoid  Fever. 

As  was  necessary  nationally,  we  co-operated  to  the  full  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  a great  number  of  visitations  to 
every  food  premises  in  the  Borough  as  to  the  presence  or  otherwise 
of  corned  beef  from  particular  origins  as  requested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  These  tasks  were  of  necessity  repeated  several  times  as 
the  occasion  demanded. 


PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 

Premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  are: — 

Ice-Cream  Premises  155.  Fish  Frying  Premises  16.  Sausage  and 
prepared  Meat  Premises  45. 

The  general  standard  of  these  premises  continues  to  be  good 
and  the  improvements  that  have  been  carried  out  during  recent 
years  have  been  well  maintained. 

Number,  Type  and  Classification  of  Food  Premises. 

The  following  are  the  variety  of  food  premises  for  which  com- 


plete records  are  now  filed  at  the  office: — 

Licensed  premises  41 

Bakehouses  7 

Wet  Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables  9 

Greengrocers  12 

Grocers  168 

Catering  Establishments  15 

Butchers  42 

Wet  Fish  4 

Fish  Friers  16 

Miscellaneous  on 


We  have,  also  in  addition  to  our  Municipal  Market,  a number 
of  works  or  industrial  canteens,  stalls  at  the  Beach,  and  Mobile 
Shops  or  Street  Trading  Vans. 
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WATER  SAMPLES 


Four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  by 
your  Public  Heatlh  Inspectors  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  These  represent  a carefully  selected  series  of 
samples  prepared  in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
so  that  month  by  month  a complete  check  is  made  of  every  source 
used  in  the  Borough  for  drinking  purposes  and  also  for  swimming 
purposes  in  our  indoor  baths. 

A total  of  sixty-eight  samples  were  found  to  be  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory  and  of  these  forty-three  were  of  unchlorinated  watei 
and  twenty-five  were  taken  after  treatment.  These  are  particu- 
larised as  follows; — 

Before  Chlorination: 

River  Neath  

Aberdulais  Treatment  Plant  (after  filtration)  25 

Cwmbrombil  Res 1 

S.C.O.W.  Res.  ^ 

Baglan  ^ 


After  Chlorination  and/or  treatment: 

Margam  Area  ^ 

Aberavon  Area  ^ 

Sandfields  Area  

Baglan  Area  ^ 

Cwmavon  Area  ^ 

7 

Bryn  Area  

Aberdulais  Treatment  Plant  ^ 

In  addition  sixty-seven  samples  of  AmIvT^ 

chemical  analysis,  and  only  in  five 

indicate  that  the  physical  characteristics  were  not  satisfactory  alter 
treatment. 

SLAUGHTERING  FACILITIES  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 
MEAT  INSPECTION  REGULATIONS  1963. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  P^‘e 
during  the  year  was  a little  more  than  m 1963-12,672  as  compa  en 
with  12  349  This  increase  was  accounted  for  by  “P  Q.,P,f  ' 
and  12  more  bovines,  but  there  were  80  less  sheep  and  97  less 
cafves  Details  of  these  killings  are  given  on  pages  44  and  45. 
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The  new  private  abattoir  has  proved  to  be  one  which  is 
capabel  of  maintaining  an  excellent  standard  of  hygiene. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  of  1963  continue  to  be 
operated  in  the  manner  prescribed  with  100%  meat  inspection.  My 
last  year’s  report  indicated  that  Council  had  agreed  on  an  interim 
charge  for  meat  inspection  of  50%  of  the  maximum  allowed  under 
the  Regulations.  The  position  was,  therefore,  reviewed  after  a 
period  of  twelve  months  operation,  and  it  was  then  resolved  to 
continue  such  payments  on  the  50%  basis,  these  being: — 


(a)  In  the  case  of  each  bovine  animal  other  than  calf l/3d. 

(b)  In  the  case  of  each  calf  or  pig  4^d. 

(c)  In  the  case  of  each  sheep,  lamb  or  goat 3d. 


Compared  with  the  figure  of  12,672  animals  killed  in  the  year, 
the  following  amount  of  slaughtering  was  carried  out  in  the  past 
ten  years. 


1954 

— 44,497 

1959  — 

12,795 

1955 

— 30,693 

1960  — 

11,549 

1956 

— 18,721 

1961  — 

13,019 

1957 

— 11,047 

1962  — 

12,746 

1958 

— 12,590 

1963  — 

12,349 
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Dec.  6 285  28  2 3 220  32 

13  395  29  — 1 282  83 

20  386  28  — 6 230  122 

27  131  3 — — 46  82 

31  236  12672  25  1263  — 10  2 114  177  8108  32  3177 


Sununary  of  Annual  Slaughter. 

Bulls,  Bullocks  and  Heifers  1263 
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ASSESSMENT  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Daily  Volumetric  Readings  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide. 

As  will  be  seen  from  a reference  to  page  54  dealing  with  a 
research  conducted  by  the  Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine,  we 
now  have  five  stations  for  the  daily  readings  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide.  Following  is  a summary  showing  the  highest  and  lowest 
averages  from  the  five  points.  The  first  four  points  are  still  in  the 
same  position  as  indicated  in  last  year’s  rep)ort,  viz.  Our  Office, 
Groeswen  Hospital,  Tollgate  Park  and  the  Clinic,  Baglan.  We  still 
maintain  the  readings  on  a seven  day  basis,  and  do  our  own 
titrations  and  reflectometer  readings. 

The  Steel  Company  of  Wales  continue  to  co-operate  in  an 
excellent  manner  in  this  matter  and  we  exchange  our  readings  with 
theirs. 

Through  personal  considerations,  the  proprietor  of  the  Cinema 
in  Depot  Road,  Cwmavon,  found  it  not  possible  in  November  to 
continue  permission  at  least  temporarily,  for  us  to  instal  our  Soot 
and  Dust  Guage  on  the  roof  of  this  building  and  we  have  been  as 
yet  unable  to  find  a suitable  alternative  {X)sition  for  this  gauge. 
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Month.  Station. 

January  Office  

Groeswen  

Toll  gate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

February  Office  

Groeswen  

Toll  gate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

March  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

April  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

May  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

June  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

July  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

August  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park 
Clinic,  Baglan  

September  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park 
Clinic,  Baglan  

October  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

November  Office  

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park  

Clinic,  Baglan  

December  Office 

Groeswen  

Tollgate  Park 
Clinic,  Baglan 
Libarary,  Morrison  Rd, 


Smoke  S.O.g 


Low- 

Aver- 

High- 

Low- 

Aver- 

est. 

age. 

est. 

est. 

age. 

in  Microgrammes 

per  Cu. 

Centremetre. 

0 

78 

223 

32 

101 

0 

54 

287 

24 

145 

0 

54 

256 

26 

88 

0 

4 

888 

19 

7 

0 

62 

226 

19 

83 

33 

28 

153 

25 

81 

13 

41 

120 

0 

58 

0 

15 

95 

13 

53 

18 

47 

111 

19 

54 

11 

28 

133 

27 

68 

11 

36 

126 

16 

59 

7 

21 

118 

18 

40 

8 

36 

452 

19 

92 

6 

20 

182 

25 

85 

8 

35 

275 

0 

78 

0 

8 

63 

13 

38 

11 

30 

239 

31 

36 

4 

19 

149 

45 

74 

4 

24 

127 

0 

58 

0 

7 

103 

19 

49 

25 

57 

144 

10 

33 

22 

65 

47 

6 

17 

27 

64 

62 

9 

32 

19 

45 

22 

1 

10 

3 

11 

107 

25 

45 

0 

13 

134 

25 

64 

4 

24 

121 

25 

64 

0 

4 

88 

19 

7 

6 

23 

72 

13 

40 

0 

20 

90 

19 

47 

3 

24 

77 

6 

46 

0 

5 

70 

0 

29 

18 

40 

128 

27 

63 

11 

33 

162 

31 

81 

11 

33 

149 

19 

68 

4 

18 

137 

14 

45 

16 

51 

105 

26 

55 

38 

30 

46 

8 

76 

30 

38 

72 

17 

63 

27 

21 

59 

3 

59 

21 

53 

105 

19 

36 

14 

38 

207 

32 

95 

17 

44 

164 

26 

62 

0 

23 

96 

13 

32 

3 

55 

130 

6 

54 

8 

37 

250 

43 

113 

0 

51 

198 

0 

82 

0 

20 

124 

7 

41 

3 

37 

153 

0 

47 

High- 

est. 

Units 

176 

152 

139 

35 

153 

70 

91 

47 

103 

77 

86 

65 

120 

63 

105 

32 

86 

70 

51 

34 

119 

127 

123 

82 

45 

39 

69 

35 

60 

60 

67 

42 

104 

117 

95 

60 

122 

160 

120 

87 

151 

132 

129 

96 

. 183 

96 

120 

83 

. 153 


RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITED  POLLUTION  OF  DUSl  , 

SOOT,  Etc. 

(In  tons  per  square  mile). 


Month 

1958. 

1959. 

ABERAVON. 

1960.  1961. 

1961. 

CWMAVON. 

1962.  1963.  1964. 

January  

. 33.40 

24.92 

19.55 

34.98 

27.99 

3.06 

7.67 

February  

. 38.93 

14.29 

20.90 

25.91 

8.70 

6.06 

6.42 

March  

. 12.23 

27.04 

18.95 

5.93 

9.88 

14.65 

8.86 

April  

. 10.60 

23.13 

21.18 

27.28 

9.65 

14.95 

9.42 

May  

. 27.13 

9.18 

12.39 

17.06 

13.86 

12.48 

22.49t 

June  

..  18.13 

19.91 

23.09 

"S 

8.07 

8.46 

11.40 

16.821 

July  

. 24.99 

18.72 

23.72 

’w  W) 

10.63 

16.75 

6.85 

August  

. 18.12 

19.62 

14.11 

i .s  . 

^ C 

12.58 

12.71 

14.87 

11.64 

September  

. 22.60 

14.58 

17.56 

c £ S 

18.54 

« 

13.77 

8.43 

October  

. 20.84 

43.44 

26.02 

I “ E 

27.83 

8.63 

12.45 

15.54 

November  

. 10.10 

53.08 

25.62 

5 o 

13.17 

7.44 

35.83 

December  

. 30.72 

48.01 

41.83 

c 

17.68 

11.76 

7.80 

TOTAL 

..  267.79 

315.95 

296.92 

111.16 

108.50 

125.83 

153.97 

107.29 

“ Bottle  broken  in  transit. 

Month 

1958. 

1959. 

TAIBACH 

1960. 

1961. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

January 

55.71 

48.79 

43.53 

70.29 

104.47 

6.09 

17.69 

February 

68.89 

14.30 

62.04 

74.02 

35.42 

4.31 

14.34 

March 

15.88 

23.30 

14.96 

13.18 

X 

53.83 

22.01 

April  

327.9 

61.47 

45.93 

58.87 

53.21 

53.04 

51.37 

May 

82.37 

26.97 

37.48 

27.89 

54.42 

53.49 

82.78t 

June  

41.86 

49.62 

83.22 

35.22 

39.87 

0 

74.36 1 

July  

....  72.13 

63.28 

158.23 

39.36 

34.42 

40.45 

August  

53.83 

29.91 

52.46 

44.18 

71.65 

59.44 

40.79 

September 

58.86 

25.58 

45.07 

54.49 

70.77 

36.24 

46.19 

October 

37.95 

74.37 

33.50 

58.87 

35.90 

40.76 

49.86 

November 

....  24.03 

79.28 

107.45 

« 

34.89 

59.86 

December 

46.91 

112.55 

77.13 

54.79 

26.42 

14.79 

90.93 

TOTAL 

591.21 

612.42 

761.00 

531.26 

561.44 

362.44 

549.98 

“Bottle  tampered  with.  x Bottle  stolen. 
““No  result — bottle  blown  over  in  wind, 
t 1st  May — 11th  June.  J 12th  June — 31st  July. 
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No  result,  sample  spoiled. 


PORT  TALBOT  RAINFALL 

(Rainfall  in  inches). 


r 


ABERAVON. 

CWMAVON. 

(11  months) 

Month. 

1958. 

1959. 

1960.  1961. 

1961. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

January  

3.92 

4.64 

4.28 

5.01 

4.83 

0.37 

1.17 

February  

5.55 

0.41 

4.07 

3.07 

2.14 

1.84 

1.69 

March  

0.97 

4.47 

1.79 

0.18 

2.61 

6.05 

3.74 

April  

0.83 

3.77 

2.46 

5.71 

3.63 

4.43 

2.73 

May  

5.09 

0.81 

0.58 

1.38 

4.05 

2.74 

5.02 

June  

4.77 

3.33 

1.60 

to  ^ 

c SS  5) 
05 

2.11 

1.37 

3.57 

4. 191 

July  

5.46 

2.53 

5.79 

1.96 

2.54 

3.34 

August  

4.81 

1.56 

4.66 

C vj 

4.91 

4.53 

5.06 

3.03 

September 

7.08 

0.33 

4.86 

c o 

4.91 

O 

3.34 

1.70 

October  

4.93 

5.44 

6.26 

tu  2 c 

6.82 

2.03 

3.54 

3.93 

November 

3.34 

7.17 

8.21 

is  c ^ 
£92 

3.59 

2.94 

7.58 

Site 

December 

4.93 

5.94 

5.82 

E CO 

5.36 

2.72 

1.85 

dis- 

continued 

TOTAL 

51.78 

40.40 

50.38 

15.35 

29.66 

33.39 

41.71 

27.20 

» No 

result — 

-Broken  Bottle. 

f 12th  June 

to  31st  July. 

Month. 

1958. 

1959. 

TOWN  CENTRE. 

1960.  1961. 

1961. 

BRYN. 

(11  months) 

1962.  1963.  1964. 

January  

3.76 

4.45 

4.45 

4.93 

5.68 

0.29 

February  

4.57 

0.38 

3.58 

3.07 

2.19 

1.94 

March  

0.26 

4.60 

1.91 

0.19 

2.89 

5.78 

April  

0.65 

4.02 

2.59 

5.92 

3.59 

May  

3.39 

0.67 

0.94 

1.41 

4.44 

June  

3.58 

2.77 

1.75 

2.45 

1.71 

July  

3.94 

2.96 

5.90 

.■a  .5 

1.92 

2.88 

'O 

August  

2.98 

1.41 

4.45 

^ c ^ 

5.23 

6.00 

2 w 
a S 

September 

6.70 

0.35 

5.06 

ego 

4.98 

« 

.5 

fl  ^ 

October  

5.18 

4.89 

6.26 

O >-  •£ 

8.26 

2.82 

November 

3.31 

7.09 

7.91 

■M  fc-  c3 
(3  .O  O 

3.61 

3.54 

tfl  is 

December 

4.94 

6.05 

5.60 

cc  S 

3.40 

2.58 

Q < 

TOTAL 

43.26 

39.64 

50.40 

15.52 

29.85 

38.32 

8.01 

* Bottle  broken  in  transit. 
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GROES. 

Month. 

1958. 

1959. 

1960. 

1961. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

January  

3.71 

4.89 

4.82 

5.26 

5.17 

0.51 

0.80 

February  

..  4.94 

0.45 

3.51 

3.05 

1.78 

1.97 

1.86 

March  

0.91 

4.43 

2.15 

0.60 

2.51 

5.42 

3.42 

April  

0.76 

3.59 

2.71 

5.97 

3.14 

3.98 

2.07 

May  

..  4.94 

0.83 

1.09 

1.60 

2.98 

2.04 

2.60 

June  

4.51 

2.74 

2.19 

1.82 

1.08 

2.62 

2.01 

July  

..  4.80 

2.90 

5.53 

2.45 

3.13 

2.31 

3.25 

August  

..  5.48 

1.60 

4.08 

3.96 

4.50 

5.06 

2.76 

September  

8.62 

0.37 

6.08 

3.83 

4.92 

2.51 

1.74 

October  

4.54 

5.24 

6.04 

6.99 

1.28 

2.35 

4.28 

November  

3.41 

6.91 

9.77 

3.88 

3.06 

9.73 

3.01 

December  

,.  5.25 

8.83 

5.35 

4.34 

2.59 

1.53 

5.76 

TOTAL  

..  51.87 

52.78 

54.32 

43.75 

36.14 

40.03 

33.56 

REGENT, 

TAIBACH 

Month. 

1958. 

1959. 

1960. 

1961. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

January  

..  3.38 

4.63 

4.66 

4.79 

5.08 

0.31 

0.85 

February  

4.92 

0.36 

3.39 

2.91 

1.92 

0.32 

1.36 

March  

. 0.73 

4.79 

1.69 

0.22 

O 

4.90 

3.05 

April  

..  0.58 

4.04 

2.46 

6.03 

3.21 

3.83 

1.98 

May  

,.  3.91 

0.76 

1.06 

1.47 

3.11 

1.76 

3.32J 

June  

4.10 

2.42 

1.96 

1.47 

0.95 

0 

3.34t 

July  

5.18 

3.00 

6.29 

2.06 

2.60 

2.14 

August  

5.05 

1.38 

4.55 

3.68 

4.34 

5.21 

2.27 

September  

. 7.43 

0.28 

5.23 

3.70 

5.43 

2.53 

1.63 

October  

5.55 

5.23 

7.62 

7.35 

1.40 

2.00 

4.46 

November  

3.20 

6.48 

7.83 

4.10 

3.16 

0 

3.36 

December  

. 2.30 

2.00 

5.58 

4.73 

2.49 

1.39 

5.90 

TOTAL  

..  46.33 

39.37 

53.32 

42.51 

33.69 

24.39 

31.52 

• Bottle  Broken. 

f 1st  May — 11th  June. 

t 12  th 

June — 31st  July. 

PORT  TALBOT  SUNSHINE. 

(Sunshine  in  hours). 

GROES. 


Month. 

1958. 

1959. 

1960. 

1961. 

1962. 

1963. 

1964. 

January 

February 

March 

72.3 

88.1 

93.1 

124.7 

193.8 

208.9 
194.0 
163.6 
206.2 

9 

34.0 

82.3 

111.0 

1 TQ  '7 

86.1 

97.6 

107.1 

126.5 
161.4 

179.2 

147.2 

127.2 

117.6 

35.1 

4=;  1 

86.3 

130.3 

160.4 
186.2 

246.9 
159.2 
145.1 

110.9 
150.0 

47.6 

67.6 

107  9. 

45.8 

April 

94.5 

May 

June 

ififi  n 

181.7 

221.7 

xui>9i 

188.0 

120.8 

134.8 

July 

109.4 

August 

fts  n 

156.2 

121.5 

ioy.5 

131.6 

September 

October 

...  106.2 

fi.c?  R 

125.7 

86.5 

71.6 
78.9 

155.5 

149.3 

November 

40  n 

0 

60.3 

95.5 

December 

9.0  4 

32.7 

57.2 

74.6 

60.1 

46.8 

TOTAL 

...1094.7 

1355.4 

1452.4 

1412.0 

1557.1 

1327.5 

1193.7 

n 


* Records  Incomplete. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


llie  most  encouraging  news  which  was  received  during  the 
year  was  that  the  Steel  Company  of  Wales  had  decided  to  mstal 
electrostatic  precipitators  on  four  additional  units  of  the  open 
hearth  furnaces.  ^ 


Already  four  of  the  twelve  stacks  are  provided  with  precip- 
itators and  the  addition  of  the  new  ones  on  another  four  will  go  far 
m the  arresting  from  the  atmosphere  of  the  huge  volumes  of  iron 
oxide  which  certainly  is  by  far  our  biggest  worry. 

The  Company  indicated  to  us  that  the  work  on  the  new 
precipitators  was  expected  to  be  finished  and  ready  for  operation  bv 
about  June,  1965. 

Unfortunately,  however,  our  troubles  in  this  respect  will  not 
be  over  whilst  the  Company  still  operate  the  existing  VLN  con- 
vectors. 


Every  one  hopes  that  eventually  some  solution  may  be  found 
with  regard  to  this. 

In  general,  there  is  very  little  concern  over  the  performance 
of  the  plant  of  the  British  Hydrocarbon  Chemicals  Limited,  and  its 
associated  companies. 

On  occasions,  through  defects  or  breakdowns,  the  stacks  emit 
black  carbonaceous  matter,  but  these  are  quickly  put  right  as  undue 
prolonging  of  these  conditions  is  uneconomic  for  the  management. 

A matter  which  unfortunately  remains  unsolved  is  that  of 
odours  of  an  offensive  character  which  on  occasion  penetrates  the 
Baglan  area  and  even  further  towards  the  centre  of  Port  Talbot. 

The  odour,  of  decayed  vegetation  kind,  is  one  which  has 
engaged  the  attention  often  not  only  of  us,  but  of  the  adjoining 
authorities  west  of  Port  Talbot,  together  with  the  Glamorgan 
Rivers  Board.  The  investigation  of  the  latter  satisfied  us  that  the 
odour  is  not  related  to  any  of  the  chemicals  produced  at  the 
British  Hydrocarbon  Chemical  premises.  Certainly,  these  present 
conditions  are  causing  much  concern  to  several  authorities. 

Research  Conducted  by  Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine. 

Co-operation  was  afforded  the  Welsh  National  School  of 
Medicine  in  a research  being  conducted  by  them  into  bronchitis  in 
steel  producing  areas. 

At  the  request  of  the  School  and  of  Warren  Spring  Laboratory, 
we  agreed  to  place  an  additional  volumetric  reading  meter  in  the 
Sandfields  area,  which  was  placed  in  the  Public  Library  in 
Morrison  Road  with  the  kindly  consent  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Library  Committee  (Councillor  J.  H.  Warren)  and  the  Borough 
Librarian,  Mr.  D.  Penning. 
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The  apparatus  was  supplied  by  the  Welsh  National  School  of 
Medicine  and  we  on  our  part  maintain  it  in  operation,  conducting 
the  daily  readings  and  carrying  out  the  titration  and  reflectometer 
readings,  so  that  the  results  be  included  with  our  other  figures 
submitted  to  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  in  the  national  survey. 
The  results  also  are  sent  each  month  to  the  Welsh  National  School 
of  Medicine. 

To  assist  further  in  the  research  we  agreed,  at  the  request  of 
the  Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine,  to  replace  a lead 
peroxide  candle  on  the  roof  of  the  Cambrian  United  Dairies 
premises  in  Holland  Street.  We  had  removed  this  candle  some 
time  previously,  when  we  installed  our  new  daily  volumetric 
recording  machines. 


Chloride  Content  of  the  Atmosphere. 

We  complied  during  the  year  with  a request  from  the  Principal 
of  Lancaster  and  Morecambe  College  of  Further  Education,  to 
assist  them  with  certain  information  in  a research,  covering  a 
period  of  two-three  years,  into  marine  contribution  to  atmospheric 
pollution  over  the  British  Isles.  Smoke  stains  are  analysed  for 
their  chloride  content. 

Therefore,  at  the  request  of  the  College,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  that  we  transmit  to  them  our  monthly 
smoke  stains,  which  we  obtain  from  our  daily  recording  station  at 
Groeswen  Hospital. 

The  reasearch  has  the  backing  of  the  Area  Pollution  Division 
of  Warren  Springs  Laboratory.  About  seventy  authorities  were 
chosen  for  the  purpose  of  this  research. 


INSTALLATION  AND  PRIOR  APPROVAL  OF 
NEW  FURNACES 

Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  requires  all  new  furnaces 
(except  domestic  ones)  to  be  capable  of  being  operated  continuously 
without  emitting  smoke  when  burning  fuel  of  a kind  for  which  they 
are  designed.  Notification  to  the  Local  Authority  is  also  necessary 
when  it  is  intended  to  instal  a furnace  exceeding  an  output  of 
55,000  BTU’s  per  hour. 
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The  following  notices  of  intention  to  install  boiler  apparatus 
were  received  from: — 

Cambrian  United  Dairies  Ltd.,  in  respect  of  premises  in 
Greenpark,  Aberavon. 

Glamorgan  County  Council  in  respect  of  premises  Home 
for  the  Aged,  Dalton  Road,  Aberavon. 

Andrew  Scott,  Civil  Engineers  Ltd.,  in  respect  of  their 
offices  at  The  Grange,  Margam. 


CONTROL  OF  CHIMNEY  HEIGHTS 

All  proposals  submitted  for  planning  approval  which  contain 
particulars  relating  to  boiler  installations  are  sent  to  the  Department 
for  scrutiny. 

Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  is  closely  observed  with 
regard  to  the  control  of  chimney  heights  and  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government’s  Memorandum  on  chimney 
heights  is  used  as  a most  efficient  guide. 

To  date,  we  have  experienced  no  difficulty  when  we  have 
found  it  necessary  to  recommend  higher  chimneys  in  order  that  a 
satisfactory  recommendation  can  be  made  to  Council  regarding  the 
plans. 


ALKALI  WORKS. 

The  following  local  works  and  processes  have  been  transferred 
to  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  under  the  provisions  of  the  Alkali,  etc. 
Works  Order. 

Name  of  Firm — Work  or  Processes  Registered — 

Steel  Company  of  Wales  Ltd Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  Benzene, 

Gas  and  coke,  Iron  and  Steel 
(Blast  Furnaces),  Sinter  Plant, 
Open  Hearth  Furnaces,  Bessemer 
Furnaces,  Oxygen. 

Wales  Gas  Board  Gas  and  Coke. 

The  Distillers  Co.,  Ltd Lime. 

Metallurgical  Chemists  Ltd Nitric  Acid,  Arsenic. 

Forth  Chemicals  Ltd.  Paraffin  Oil,  Hydrochloric  Acid. 

British  Hydrocarbon  Chemicals  Ltd.  Paraffin  Oil,  Chlorine. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Peabody,  the  District  Alkali  Inspector, 
for  his  ready  co-operation  and  courtesy  at  all  times.  Information 
is  readily  exchanged  with  him  and  he  is  always  prepared  to  visit  me 
at  short  notice  to  discuss  matters  of  concern  and  to  visit  the  various 
works  in  the  Borough  on  occasion  of  complaint. 
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ALKALI  INSPECTORATE.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


The  following  list  indicates  those  chimney  stacks  in  the 
Borough  which  still  come  under  our  own  supervision  and  those 
coming  within  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Inspectorate: — 


No. 

DESCRIPTION 

Ground. 
Height  above 
Ft.  Ins. 

( 1 

Margam  “A”  Power  House 



5 

Chimneys 

105 

0 

( 2A 

Margam  “B”  Power  House 

— 

1 

Chimney 

120 

9 

( 2B 

Margam  “B”  Power  House 

— 

1 

Chimney 

230 

0 

( 3 

(Abbey  Soaking  Pits 

— 

12 

Chimneys 

100 

0 

( 

(Abbey  Soaking  Pits 

— 

7 

Chimneys 

161 

IVs 

( 4 

Abbey  Slab  Reheating  Furnaces 

— 

5 

Recuperators 

136 

3% 

( 5 

Abbey  Armealing  Furnaces 

— 

9 

Chimneys 

(Ducts) 

80 

0 

( 6 

Acid  Recovery  Plant 

— 

1 

Chimney 

157 

10 

( 7 

Abbey  Services  Boiler  House 

— 

3 

Chimneys 

120 

4 

MARGAM  : 

( 8 

No.  1 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

— 

3 

Uptakes 

192 

8% 

( 9 

No.  2 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

— 

3 

„ 

233 

11 

(10 

No.  3 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

— 

3 

>» 

233 

11 

(11 

No.  4 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

— 

3 

>> 

251 

5 

(12 

No.  5 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder 

— 

3 

253 

6V, 

(13 

No.  I Blast  Furnace 

— 

I 

Chimney  (Stove) 

203 

6 

(14 

No.  2 Blast  Furnace 

— 

I 

»> 

>> 

203 

6 

(15 

No.  3 Blast  Furnace 

— 

1 

9* 

,, 

203 

6 

(16 

No.  4 Blast  Furnace 

— 

1 

ty 

yy 

242 

0 

(17 

No.  5 Blast  Furnace 

— 

1 

yy 

yy 

242 

0 

(18 

No.  4 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder  Stack 

— 

3 

Chimneys 

240 

9 

(19 

No.  5 Blast  Furnace  Bleeder  Stack 

— 

3 

»» 

242 

0 

(20A 

Blast  Furnace  Clean  Gas  Bleeder 

— 

1 

9» 

114 

6 

(20B 

Blast  Furnace  Clean  Gas  Bleeder 

— 

1 

yy 

64 

9 

(21 

Coke  Ovens — No.  2 Battery 

— 

1 

yy 

235 

10 

(22 

Coke  Ovens — No.  3 Battery 

— 

1 

yy 

235 

10 

(23 

Coke  Ovens — No.  4 Battery 

— 

1 

yy 

257 

6 

(24 

Coke  Ovens — No.  5 Battery 

— 

1 

yy 

235 

8 

(25 

Coke  Oven  Gas  Bleeder  Stack  (New) 

— 

3 

210 

0 

(26 

Goke  Oven  Bleeder  Stack  (Old) 

— 

I 

85 

0 

(27A 

Sinter  Plant 

— 

1 

279 

8% 

(27B 

Sinter  Plant 

— 

1 

278 

10% 

(28 

Sinter  Strand 

— 

4 

121 

9 

(29 

Sinter  Strand 

— 

4 

103 

4% 

(30 

Sinter  Strand 

— 

4 

85 

7% 

(31 

E.P.  Plant 



I 

120 

0 

(32 

Attritor  House 



1 

75 

8 

(33 

Sludge  Filtration  Plant 

— 

I 

yy 

56 

0 

ABBEY : 

(34 

Melting  Shop 

— 

12 

Chimneys 

‘>(4) 

151 

6% 

(35 

Dust  Precipitation  Plant  (Maerz  Furnaces) 

— 

1 

220 

3 

(36 

No.  6 Coke  Oven  Battery 



1 

259 

1 

(37 

Coke  Oven  Gas  Bleeder  Stack 



3 

150 

10 

(38 

Slab  Deseamer  (Scarier) 



1 

58 

6 

(39 

V.L.N.  Plant  Converter  Stack 



4 

131 

10 

(40 

Fume  Exhaust 

— 

4 

yy 

100 

0 

* Not  in  Normal  Use. 
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FACTORIES. 


r 


4 


The  activities  of  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  those  duties  imposed  upon  this  Council  by  the 
Factory  Acts  of  1937/61  were  as  follows: — 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 

Premises  Number  of  written 

on  Register  Inspection 

(1)  (2)  (3) 

203  679  — 


Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 


2. — Particulars  Found  in  Factories. 


CASES  IN  WHICH 


Particulars 


DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 


Cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.I) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature 

(5.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation 

(5.4)  

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  

Accumulation  

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7)  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 
fective   

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  

Other  offences  against  *e 
Act  (not  induing 
offences  relating  to  Out- 
work)   

TOTALS  


10 

6 


14 


10 


23 


10 

6 


14 


refuse  disposal  and  indiscriiviinate  tipping 

OF  REFUSE. 

We  feel  disturbed  at  the  undesirable  practice  of  many  residents 
„ regardless  -peated 

ill  kinds  including  mattresses,  beds,  etc.,  on  p P 
ither  concealed  sites. 

As  may  be  expected. 

[he  culprits  who  m general  dump  the  retuse  ai 
night  when  they  are  least  likely  to  be  noticed. 
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Press  publicity,  which  often  follows  discussions  on  this  subject 
at  the  Public  Health  Committee,  does  not  seem  to  be  of  much  avail, 
and  one  is  led  to  believe  that  prosecution  of  offenders  when  they 
can  be  found  may  be  the  best  deterrent. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  controls  the  one  refuse  tip  situated  at 
Aberavon  and  Sandfields  moors.  Regular  supervision  of  this  tip  is 
very  necessary  in  the  endeavour  to  keep  rat  infestation  to  the 
minimum  possible. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  year’s  work  followed  a pattern  similar  to  that  of  previous 
years.  Although  we  have  only  two  operatives,  infestation  is  kept 
within  quite  reasonable  bounds.  A twice  annual  sewer  treatment 
is  given,  together  with  regular  inspections  and  treatments  of  the 
usual  trouble  areas  such  as  refuse  tips,  railway  embankments, 
river  banks,  etc.,  stables  and  also  places  where  animals  are  kept. 

The  notification  of  rodent  infestations  as  required  by  Sub-section 
1 of  Section  3 of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  was 


as  follows: — 

Rats  532 

Mice  82 


TOTAL  614 


532  Dwelling  houses  and  134  business  premises  were  treated  in 
the  area.  Private  dwellings  are  treated  free  of  cost  and  a small 
charge  is  made  for  business  premises,  sufficient  to  reimburse  Council 
for  the  time  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  the  baiting  poison  used,  plus 
the  usual  establishment  charge. 
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agriculture,  fisheries  & FOOD 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


- — i.:yu 

TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

NoN-AgRICULI  URAL 

Dwelling-  All 

houses  Other  Total 

(inc.  (inc.  of 

Local  Council  Business  Cols.  1 

Authority  houses)  Premises)  2 & 3 

(1)  (2)  f31 

*4 

Agricul- 

tural 

(5) 

I.  Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority’s  District 

II.  Total  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of:  — 

36 

15,504 

2,506 

17,727 
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Notification  

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 

10 

390 

99 

499 

3 

Common  Rat;  Major  

— 

3 

2 

5 

Minor  

9 

384 

93 

486 

House  Mouse  : Major  

— 

- 

Minor  

III.  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course  of 

1 

3 

4 

8 

— 

Survey  under  the  Act  

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : — 

17 

854 

90 

961 

— 

Common  Rat:  Major  

— 

4 



4 

Minor  

IV.  Total  number  of  properties 
otherwise  inspected  (e.g. 
when  visited  primarily  for 

17 

101 

17 

135 

some  other  puniose)  

Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by : — 

27 

520 

134 

681 

34 

Common  Rat : Major  

— 

— 



- - 

Minor  

V.  Total  Inspections  carried  out 
including  re-inspections  (To 
be  completed  only  if  figures 

114 

114 

are  readily  available)  

VI.  Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sec.  II,  III,  and  IV) 

162 

6,740 

1,079 

7,981 

49 

treated  by  the  L.A 

VII.  Total  treatments  carried  out 
(To  be  completed  only  if 

27 

609 

116 

752 

figures  are  readily  available) 
VIII.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  4 of  the  Act : — 

27 

1,244 

189 

1,460 

3 

(a)  Treatment  

(b)  Structural  work  i.e.. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Proofing  

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Nature  and  Number  of  Baits  Laid. 

Pre-poisoning  Baits  21,283 

Poison  Baits: — ^Tomarin  918 

Warfarin  215 

Rinoxin  3,188 

Zinc  Phosphide  429 

Arsenious  Oxide  364 

Red  Squill  151 


Maintenance  Treatment  of  Rats  in  Sewers. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  a percentage  of  our  sewer  man- 
holes are  treated  twice  annually.  Brief  particulars  of  both  treat- 
ments during  the  year  are  as  follows; — 

June/ 

TREATMENT.  July,  1964. 

No.  of  Manholes  baited  364 

No.  of  Manholes  showing  bait  taken  291 

BAIT  USED;  Arsenious  Oxide. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT. 

The  matter  of  discomfort  to  residents  because  of  noise 
continues  to  be  a matter  of  much  concern. 

In  general,  the  two  major  sources  of  noise  which  are  the 
subject  of  complaint  in  Port  Talbot,  are  the  loud  speaker  systems 
from  the  Amusement  Parks  which  are  situated  adjacent  to  the 
Promenade  at  the  Beach,  and  the  loud  speaker  tannoy  system  which 
is  used  by  the  Corporation  for  their  own  purpose  at  the  Beach 
Pavilion  and  along  the  Promenade. 

Each  of  these  amplifier  systems  are  essential  to  the  conduct  of 
both  the  Amusement  Parks  and  the  general  affairs  of  the  beach, 
and  the  operators  of  each  endeavour  to  keep  the  noise  level  down 
to  a reasonable  minimum.  However  a great  deal  of  vigilance  is 
needed  to  prevent  the  level  of  noise  being  risen  to  the  point  of 
annoyance  to  the  public  who  live  near  the  beach,  and  who  feel 
that  their  peace  and  quiet  is  disrupted. 

The  unfortunate  feature  in  relation  to  these  activities  is  that 
geographically  they  are  so  situated  that  the  prevailing  wind 
disperses  the  noise  over  a wide  residential  area,  and  because  of 
wind  movement,  the  noise  which,  at  one  time,  does  not  concern  the 
residents,  does  at  another  cause  a great  deal  of  disturbance. 

INSECT  PESTS. 

The  general  pattern  of  insect  pest  eradication  was  followed. 
Earwigs,  woodworm,  ants,  beetles  seem  to  cause  a good  deal  of 
concern  to  the  public,  perhaps  more  particularly  infestation  by 
ants,  and  in  the  summer  months,  people  make  heavy  demands  on 
us  for  issue  of  insecticidal  materials. 

Council  houses  are  also  sprayed  for  bug  infestation,  and 
although  so  far  as  private  houses  are  concerned  we  do  not  spray 
as  a free  service  we  do  issue  materials  for  the  work  to  be  done  by 
the  individuals  concerned. 


Nov./ 

Dec.  1964. 
429 

386 

Zinc  Phosphide. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  still  merely  two  registered  offensive  trades  in  the 
Borough,  one  a rag  and  bone  collector,  and  the  other  a fat  melter 
and  an  abstractor. 

Unforutnately,  the  latter  has  not  as  yet,  as  indicated  in  the 
last  year’s  report,  been  able  to  finalise  negotiations  in  the  matter  of 
an  alternative  and  more  modern  premises. 


INSPECTON  OF  CINEMAS. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  our  cinemas,  now  reduced  to  four 
in  number,  are  being  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Certainly,  there  are  a few  matters  which  constantly  need 
attention,  such  as  the  damaging  of  seating  accommodation  and 
vandalism  in  the  conveniences,  but  we  are  completely  satisfied  that 
the  management  of  each  cinema  attends  to  these  matters  with  as 
much  speed  as  possible. 

The  number  of  cinemas  has  in  recent  years  been  five,  but  now 
one  of  them  has  been  converted  into  a Bingo  Hall. 

The  Glamorgan  County  Council  reported  satisfactorily,  also, 
on  the  position  of  each  cinema  so  far  as  precautions  against  fire 
was  concerned. 


RENT  ACT,  1957. 

RENT  RESTRICTION  REGULATIONS,  1957. 

No  applications  were  received  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Rent  Restrictions  Regulations  1957.  Activity  under  the  regulations, 
which  never  was  very  much,  has  gradually  reduced  with  each  year 
since  they  came  into  being. 


INSPECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

There  was  no  change  in  our  methods  regarding  inspections  of 
Council  houses,  an  appreciable  number  being  seen  when 
applications  are  made  for  exchange  of  tenancies,  etc.  However  in 
a number  of  cases  families  who  had  allowed  their  houses  to  become 
dirty  and  verminous  only  escaped  eviction  at  the  eleventh  hour  by 
making  a special  effort  to  improve  conditions  as  to  cleanliness. 
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it  is  Council’s  intention  to  appoint  two  Council  House 
Inspectors  whose  duties,  under  the  direction  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor,  would  be  to  carry  out  routine  inspections,  noting  in 
particular,  conditions  as  to  disrepair  and  decoration.  Clearly  any 
unsatisfactory  standards  of  cleanliness  can  be  sent  to  my  department 
for  quick  attention. 


LAND  CHARGES  ACT,  1935 


Six  hundred  and  fifty-five  enquiries  were  received  from  the 
Town  Clerk  as  a result  of  applications  under  the  Land  Charges 


Act,  1935. 


STAFF. 

The  staff  remained  the  same  throughout  1964.  Miss  Sylvia 
Kent  our  Senior  Shorthand  Typist/Clerk  married  Mr.  Lindsay 
George  our  Driver/Disinfestor  during  the  year. 

We  were  very  pleased  that  Mr.  Paul  Thomas,  one  of  our  pupil 
public  health  inspectors,  passed  the  Intermediate  Examination  of 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Diploma  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Examination  Board. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT' 

1963 

Registration  by  the  local  authority  of  all  premises  coming 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act  so  far  as  Port  Talbot  is  concerned 
proceeded  very  satisfactory.  We  realise  that  to  bring  the  registration 
to  as  complete  a stage  as  possible  it  was  necessary  to  send  out  the 
required  forms  of  application  instead  of  just  waiting  for  the 
occupiers  of  premises  to  apply  for  them. 

A total  of  595  Premises  (165  offices,  405  retail  shops,  8 whole- 
sa  e shops  and  warehouses  and  17  catering  establishments)  were 
registered,  this  being  an  encouragingly  high  figure  very  little  short 
of  hundred  percent  registration. 


63 


V > 


The  information  received  show  that 
premises  were  classified  as  follows; — 


employees 


in  these 


Offices  

Retail  shops  

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses  " Z 

Catering  Establishments  (not  open  to  the  public) 
Canteens  


924 

1393 

91 

350 

11 


2769 


(1043  males;  1726  females). 

742  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  three  months  of 
the  year  that  the  Act  was  in  operation.  Two  accidents  were 
reported  and  enquired  in  to. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  1963 

With  the  advent  of  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act, 
1963,  I was  appointed  the  Authorised  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Act  and  with  it  Council  transferred  duties  relating  to  the  Pet 
Animals  Act  1951,  which  had  formerly  been  carried  out  by  the 
Markets  Manager. 

One  licence  was  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  Animal 
Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963  and  three  Pet  Animal  Licences 
were  granted. 

The  conditions  of  these  premises  are  all  quite  satisfactory. 


HOUSING  ACTIVITIES. 

CLEARANCE  OF  SUB-STANDARD  PROPERTIES. 

The  year  1964  has  been  one  of  intense  activity  by  my  Depart- 
ment as  regard  Housing  Standards  within  the  Borough,  particular 
attention  being  paid  to  unfit  or  Sub-standard  properties. 

It  was  agreed  by  Council  that  during  the  year  the  Clearance 
programme  which  was  embarked  upon  in  September,  1956,  would 
be  brought  to  its  conclusion.  This  decision  of  Council  was  made 
in  order  that  persons  entitled  to  compensation  under  the  Housing 
Acts  would  be  safeguarded,  bearing  in  mind  the  existing  legislation 
which  indicated  that  certain  rights  of  compensation  would  cease  on 
the  13th  December,  1965.  I am  pleased,  therefore,  to  report  that 
during  the  year  the  task  which  was  set  has  been  carried  out. 
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The  following  Clearance  Orders  and  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government: — 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Balaclava  Row  and  Constant  Hill, 
Taibach). 

Clearance  Order  No.  1,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Inkerman  Row  East,  Taibach). 
Clearance  Order  No.  2,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Commercial  Road,  Taibach). 
Clearance  Area  No.  3,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Church  Square,  Cwmavon). 
Clearance  Area  No.  4,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Schoolroom  Row,  Oakwood). 
Clearance  Order  No.  5,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (London  Row). 

Clearance  Area  No.  6,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Merthyr  Row). 

Clearance  Area  No.  7,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Oakwood  Row). 

Clearance  Area  No.  8,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Lletty  Harry). 

Clearance  Order  No.  9,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Penycae  Road). 

Clearance  Order  No.  10,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Penycae  Road). 

Clearance  Order  No.  11,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Penycae  Road). 

Clearance  Order  No.  12,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Corlannau). 

Clearace  Order  No.  13,  1964. 

Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Corlannau). 

Clearance  Order  No.  14,  1964. 

Of  the  14  Orders  submitted  to  the  Minister  11  were  not 
opposed,  and  were,  after  consideration  by  the  Minister,  confirmed 
without  modification. 
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Objections  were  received  by  the  Ministry  regarding  the 
Schoolroom  Row,  Oakwood  Clearance  Order  No.  5,  1964,  the 
London  Row  Clearance  Area  No.  6,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order 
1964,  and  the  Oakwood  Row  Clearance  Area  No.  8,  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  1964.  Consequently,  Public  Inquiries  were 
arranged  by  the  Minister,  the  objections  to  the  Borough  of  Port 
Talbot  (Schoolroom  Row,  Oakwood)  Clearance  Order  No.  5,  1964, 
being  heard  on  the  6th  October,  1964.  The  result  of  the  inquiry 
was  conveyed  to  Council  on  the  17th  December,  1964,  as  follows: — 

“The  Minister  has  given  careful  consideration  to  the  repre- 
sentations made  on  behalf  of  the  objector  and  to  the  arguments  put 
forward  by  the  council.  He  is  satisfied  that  all  the  houses  included 
in  the  clearance  area  are  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  ought  to 
be  demolished.  The  Minister  accepts  the  findings  and  recommend- 
ations of  his  Inspector  and  has  accordingly  decided  to  confirm  the 
order  without  modification.” 


The  other  two  inquiries  were  fixed  for  hearing  on  the  dates 
indicated  below: — 

Area  : Date  of  Inquiry  : 

(a)  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (London 

Row)  Clearance  Area  No.  6,  19th  January,  1965. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

(b)  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Oakwood 

Row)  Clearance  Area  No.  8.  20th  January,  1965. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1964. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
both  these  inquiries  have  been  held.  Indeed,  I am  pleased  to  say 
that  the  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  without  modific- 
ation. 


At  the  same  time  as  the  outstanding  areas  in  the  Council’s 
Clearance  Programme  were  being  dealt  with,  much  work  still 
remained  outstanding  regarding  the  Borough  of  Port  Talbot  (Cemre 
of  Town)  Qearance  Area,  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  1963.  this 
Order  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  November,  1963,  and  was 
followed  by  24  objections  being  made  to  the  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order.  The  Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  9th  June,  1964,  when 
all  the  objections  were  heard,  and  on  the  following  day,  10th  June, 
1964  the  Minister’s  Inspector  made  his  personal  inspection  of  the 
whole  area.  Due  to  the  complexity  of  the  Comjpulsory  Purchase 
Order  the  Inspector’s  findings  were  with  the  for  the 

remainder  of  the  year,  and  it  was  not  until  the  8th  February,  1965, 
that  the  Minister’s  decision  was  conveyed  to  Council. 
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Again  I am  pleased  to  say  that  the  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  was  confirmed  albeit  with  certain  modifications  as  follows: — 

67  High  Street  ) transferred  to  Part  II  of  the  Order  Schedule 
49/51  High  Street  ) (i.e.,  other  buildings  dangerous  or  injurious 

45/47  High  Street  ) to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  area 

31/33  High  Street  ) by  reason  of  their  bad  arrangement). 

3 Clarence  Street  ) 

The  Red  Lion  Hotel  ) transferred  to  Part  III  of  the  Order 

2/4  Church  Street  ) Schedule  (i.e.,  lands  surrounded  by  or 

6/8  Church  Street  ) adjoining  the  Clearance  Area). 

The  Minister  agreed  that  “the  best  way  to  deal  with  conditions 
in  the  area  is  for  the  council  to  acquire  and  clear  all  the  properties 
and  it  is  considered  that  to  ensure  proper  redevelopment  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  acquire  the  additional  “grey  land”  (i.e.  land 
adjoining  or  surrounded  by  the  area.)” 

It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  during  the  year  seven  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  and  eight  Clearance  Orders  were  dealt  with 
comprising  of  247  properties  of  which  231  were  unfit  houses. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  last  eight  years 
since  the  Central  Government  asked  Local  Authorities  to  proceed 
with  Clearance  of  sub-standard  houses,  this  Council  has  made  26 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  and  13  Clearance  Orders  which 
included  a total  of  610  properties  of  which  586  were  unfit  houses. 
The  rights  given  to  the  Local  Authority  by  the  Housing  Act  of 
1957  to  make  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  have,  in  my  opinion, 
been  utilised  in  a very  proper  manner  to  enable  a considerable 
acreage  of  land  to  be  utilized  for  planned  redevelopment.  This 
can  be  seen  at  the  present  time  in  Cwmavon  and  on  the  old  Green 
Park  site,  and  will  be  seen  in  the  Centre  of  Town  where  Council 
now  own  the  land  on  the  Western  side  of  High  Street  from  the  Red 
Lion  Hotel  in  the  South  to  Llewellyn  Street  in  the  North.  The 
Western  boundary  of  this  area  being  the  main  railway  line. 

Whilst  Council  has  proceeded  to  deal  with  sub-standard 
properties  by  way  of  clearance,  as  directed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government,  the  problem  of  Individual  Unfit 
Houses  has  not  been  forgotten.  From  time  to  time  bad  housing 
conditions  are  brought  to  our  notice,  and  the  only  solution  left  to 
Council  is  the  demolition  or  closure  of  such  properties  with  the 
consequent  re-housing  of  the  occupiers.  During  the  year  inspections 
were  made  of  37  such  dwellings  and  the  appalling  conditions  of 
serious  dampness,  disrepair,  bad  drainage,  dilapidations,  absence 
of  proper  standards  for  preparing  and  cooking  of  food,  etc.  were 
reported.  This  resulted  in  the  making  of  18  Demolition  Orders,  12 
Closing  Orders  and  the  accepting  of  7 Undertakings  that  the 
dwellings  would  not  be  used  for  human  habitation. 
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To  sum  up  the  position  of  Clearance,  Closure  and  Demolition 
of  Sub-standard  Properties  over  the  last  8 years,  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  Authority  has  dealt  with  no  less  than  797  properties  of  which 
773  were  unfit  dwellings.  This,  in  my  opinion  is  a proud  record 
and  my  thanks  must  go  to  Council,  the  Town  Clerk,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Borough  Engineer,  Borough  Treasurer  and  the 
Housing  Manager  for  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from 
them.  To  receive  the  thanks  of  families  re-housed  from  conditions 
which,  in  many  cases  have  had  to  be  seen  to  be  believed,  is  a 
sufficient  reward  for  the  work  and  concern  such  a programme  has 
entailed. 


MAGISTERIAL  COURT  PROCEEDINGS. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  in  connection  with 

the  following: — 

1.  A confectioner  was  fined  £20  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a cake 
containing  mould,  contrary  to  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955. 

2.  A bakery  firm  was  fined  £50  plus  £10  costs  in  connection  with 
the  sale  of  a loaf  of  bread  contaminated  with  oil,  contrary  to 
Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs,  Act  1955. 

3.  A bakery  firm  was  fined  £5  plus  £5/2/0d.  costs  in  respect  of 
the  sale  of  a malt  loaf  containing  tobacco,  contrary  to  Section 
2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

4.  A soft  drink  manufacturer  was  fined  £25  plus  £5/5/0d.  costs 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  a bottle  of  cordial  containing  a 
number  of  wasps,  contrary  to  Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955. 

5 A bakery  firm  was  fined  £5  plus  £5/2/0d.  costs  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  a loaf  of  bread  containing  a beetle,  contrary  to 
Section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
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